Agenda and Workshops
Please select four workshops in which you would like to participate. 
Please make your selection by circling 2 in the morning and 2 in the afternoon.  
 
[image: image1.jpg]



Department of Veterans Affairs 
Presents

CENTER FOR FAITH-BASED AND COMMUNITY INITIATIVES 
Workshop for Non-Profit Organizations:
VA and Non-Profit Organizations Working Together to Serve Veterans

May 27-28, 2009

Omni Royal Orleans Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana  70130
Tuesday, May 26, 2009

4:00 PM



Check-In at Hotel

4:00pm – 6:00pm


Check-In at Workshop Registration Desk 






(Grand Salon Foyer)
Wednesday, May 27, 2009

7:00 AM – 8:30 AM


Check-In at Workshop Registration 






(Grand Salon Foyer) 

7:00 AM – 8:30 AM


Continental Breakfast (Josephine Bonaparte)

Opening Session/Plenary

8:30 AM - 9:30 AM


Presentation of Colors – (Grand Salon)





Pledge of Allegiance – Bill Detweiler

  Invocation – Chaplain Michael McCoy

Associate Director, Manager of Diversity


National Chaplain Center, Department of Veterans

Affairs, Hampton, VA






Welcoming Remarks and Introduction  








Stephen Dillard – Acting
 




Director for Center for Faith-Based






Community Initiatives, Department of Veterans





Affairs, Washington, DC





Secretary Eric K. Shinseki 






Department of Veterans Affairs






Washington, DC
Lt Governor or Representative





For the State of Louisiana
Mayor or Representative
For the City of New Orleans








Mr. George H. Gray, Jr.





Director, South Central VA Health Care Network





(VISN 16), Jackson, MS

Introduction of Workshops
Pete Dougherty, VA’s National Director

Homeless Veterans Program

Laura Balun, Director VA Voluntary Service





Washington, DC







Wednesday, May 27, 2009 (AM/PM Workshop Sessions)

Veterans Health Administration


[   ]   (AM/PM)

“Journeying Together: Partnership with Local Clergy, 





VA Chaplains, and Community Leaders in 




  


Caring for Our Returning Combat Veterans”.





Presenter: Chaplain Michael McCoy, Associate Director




Hampton VA Medical Center

            [   ]   (AM/PM)

“VA Outreach Initiatives and Community 








Partnerships for Returning Veterans and their families”


                       

Presenters: Marianne Mathewson-Chapman, PhD, RN 



 


Consultant National Guard/Reserve and Families, VHA

 
 


OEF/OIF Outreach Office

[   ]   (AM/PM)

“Research to Help Disabled Veterans”




Presenter: Mr. Robert J. Jaeger, Scientific Program 






Manager, Rehabilitation Research and Development 






Service, VHA Office of Research and Development




Washington, DC

[   ]  (AM/PM)

“VA’s Electronic Health Record”




Presenter: Dr. Douglas Rosendale, D.O., F.A.C.O.S. 




Enterprise Systems Manager for Joint Interoperability 






Ventures Veterans Health Administration, Department 





of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC
 
National Cemetery Administration

         [   ]   (AM/PM)
Headstone and Marker Program Policies/Procedures & Burial in a National Cemetery




Presenters: Lindee Lenox, Director Memorial Programs 






Service, Washington, DC, and Rex Kern, Director of Port
Hudson/Baton Rouge National Cemeteries, Zachary, LA                                       
Veterans Benefits Administration

         [    ]   (AM/PM)

KEYS to Unlock the Doors of Excellent Services to





Veterans with Disabilities by Partnering with





Non-Profit Organizations within the Community




           


Presenters: Susan Chung, VR&E Service, VACO, Washington, DC
                                          
Roger Otzenberger, Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, VA Regional





Office, New Orleans, LA                        
                                               LaSandra Dudley, Employment Coordinator, VA Regional Office, New




Orleans, LA
        [    ]   (AM/PM)

VA Education Benefits





Presenter: Shawn Casey, Education Service, Veterans Benefits




Administration, Washington, DC

        [    ]   (AM/PM)

VBA overview on Education, Loan Guaranty, and Outreach

 Initiatives




Presenter:
Voluntary Service Program

        [    ]   (AM/PM)

“Volunteer Transportation Network”




Presenter: Ronni Miller, Chief, Voluntary Service Program


            Veterans Health Administration, Washington, DC
Center for Minority Veterans and

Center for Women Veterans

       [    ]   (AM/PM)
“Overview of the Center for Minority Veterans and Center for Women Veterans”


Presenter: Earl Newsome, Deputy Director

 


Center for Minority Veterans, Department of Veterans Affairs




Washington, DC
Office of General Counsel

       [    ]   (AM/PM)

“Practical Tips on Setting up a Non-Profit Corporation





Presenter: J. Thomas Burch, Jr., Deputy Director, 







Homeland Security, Operations, Law Library & 







Docket Division, Office of General Counsel, Department of Veterans




Affairs, Washington, DC
VA’s Homeless Veterans Program

       [    ]   (AM/PM)

“Homeless Veterans: Prevention, Outreach, Housing






and Supportive Service”




Presenters: Pete Dougherty, VA’s National Director 




 

Homeless Veterans Program, Office of Public & 







Intergovernmental Affairs, Washington, DC




Kenneth Rocky, Coordinator Health Care for Homeless Veterans

Program, VA Medical Center, New Orleans, LA
Rhonda George, Homeless Veterans Outreach Coordinator, Veterans

Benefits Administration Regional Office, New Orleans, LA

Al Kohorst, Volunteers of America, New Orleans, LA
Center for Veterans Enterprise



      [    ]  (AM/PM)

“Veterans in Business – Transforming America!”




 
Presenter:  Elizabeth Torres, Outreach Program Manager





Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
        [    ]   (AM/PM)

“Federal Funding: Is It Right for You?”




Presenter: Jovette Gadson, Project Manager, Center for 






Faith Based Community Initiatives,  U.S. Department of Housing 





and Urban Development (HUD), Washington, DC
Volunteers of America 
        [    ]   (AM/PM)

Volunteers of America of Florida





Presenter: Ed Quill, Director of External Affairs





Lunch - (Esplanade) 





Video Presentation – Irvin Goodwin Video- Homeless Veterans




Key Note Speakers: Sister Enid Storey and Irvin Goodwin 

 Note: Hotel and workshop registration closes on May 12, 2009
Please register NOW
Workshop Descriptions
Adaptive Sports Assignments:  This session will bring awareness to how volunteers with experience in various indoor and outdoor sports make a difference in the lives of our Nation’s Veterans by teaching them skills such as kayaking, fly fishing, skiing, basketball, and bicycling.  Learn how VA Voluntary Service and their volunteers are helping Veterans in various stages in recovery at military and VA hospitals find health, healing, a sense of independence, and new challenges through adaptive sports’ assignments.

Burial Eligibility: Burial in a national cemetery is open to all members of the armed forces and veterans who have met minimum active service duty requirements and been discharged with conditions other than dishonorable.

Headstone/Marker Program and the Presidential Memorial Certificate:

For the graves of eligible veterans in private and government cemeteries around the world and for eligible dependents of veterans buried in national, post or state veteran’s cemeteries.  The Presidential Memorial Certificate is inscribed with the veteran’s name and bears the President’s signature to honor the memory of honorably discharged deceased veterans.  Recipients include next of kin and loved ones. 
Homeless Veterans: Prevention, Outreach, Housing and Supportive Service: This workshop will describe the key initiatives that been implanted by the VA in caring for homeless how the community has participated in the process of these programs. It will also describe a new innovative ways to VA and its community partners can coordinate care to better meet the needs of homeless veterans and prevent homelessness among the population (Supportive Service for Low Income Veterans and Families, and Homeless Prevention At-Risk Pilots).  Discuss VA’s efforts to see the homeless and at-risk veterans receive earned benefits (VBA Homeless Veterans Outreach Coordinator).  Describe VA community engagements to assist in reaching out and finding veterans who need assistance (Stand Down).  Also VA collaborative programs that help homeless veterans gain access to permanent housing with case management and other efforts that assists veterans in their return to self sufficiency. (HUD-VASH and Re entry Programs).
VA Education Benefits: This session will provide an overview of education benefits offered by the Department of Veterans Affairs.  The benefits are based on qualifying service for members in both the active duty and reserve/guard components of the military.

VA Outreach Initiatives and Community Partnerships for Returning Veterans and their families: This session will what are the needs of returning combat veterans and families and VA’s role.  What is the VA Outreach Office doing to meet these needs throughout the deployment cycle.  How might VA partner with Faith-Based and Community agencies to meet the physical health and behavioral health need of combat veterans and families.

VBA – Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) Service introduces KEYS to Unlock the Doors of Excellent Services to Veterans with Disabilities by Partnering with Non-Profit Organizations with the Community:  Upon completion of this session, participants will have better understanding about the following: VR&E Services and issues and needs of the Service members and veterans with disabilities, especially related to employment.  Types of services that faith-based and non-profit organizations can provide for the disables veterans to lead to successful transition to self-sufficient civilian life.

Veterans in Business – Transforming America:  VA’s Center for Veterans Enterprise’s mission is to improve the business climate for veterans, to minimize access barriers and to inform the public about the benefits of working with veteran-owned small businesses.  We support the acquisition teams through database support, procurement coaching, free market research, awareness briefing and awards for noteworthy achievements.  We provide support to Veterans-owned, service-disabled Veterans-owned small businesses, to Federal agencies, large prime contractors, support sector organizations and non-Federal commercial concerns.
Volunteer Transportation Network: This session will demonstrate one of the many ways VA Voluntary Service collaborates with veterans’ service organizations and community organizations to recruit for volunteer assistance.  The Volunteer Transportation Network (VTN) was established to provide needed transportation for veterans seeking services from an authorized VA facility.  VTN guidelines permit volunteer participation in providing transportation to Veterans using a volunteer’s privately-owned conveyance or a government-owed vehicle, including donated vehicles, county vehicles, DAV Department (State) or Chapter (local) vehicles, public transportation and contracted transportation.

“Journeying Together: Partnership with Local Clergy, VA Chaplains, and Community Leaders in Charge for Our Returning Combat Veterans”: As a result of attending this workshop participants will be able to understand ways that community clergy, Veterans Affairs, and Military Chaplains can partner to provide the best possible care for our returning service members and their families from these current wars, and all veterans we serve.  Understand spiritual reactions to trauma, explore four pastoral care approaches, the importance of making referrals with other disciplines, become aware of various resources that the VA military chaplains provide, and how best to partner with chaplains provide, and how to partner with chaplains to assist them in caring for their veteran parishioners, and community members.
 Practical Tips on Setting up a Non-Profit Corporation: Consideration of what type of non-profit to set up; choosing a name;  needed legal documentation to include Articles of Incorporation, By-Laws, Bank Resolution, and Organizational Minutes; IRS requirements; policy resolutions; and state registrations to solicit funds.

VBA overview on Education, Loan Guaranty, and Outreach Initiatives: This session will provide a VBA overview of the Post 9/11 GI Bill program, loan guaranty sales to homeless providers, and targeted outreach efforts to assist returning service members, veterans, and their dependents.
