COMMUNITY NURSING HOME PROGRAM

The Community Nursing Home (CNH) Program places patients requiring nursing home care in community nursing homes (NH) at VA expense. All VA facilities have CNH capability.

VA contracts with NHs which meet Medicare/Medicaid standards and the most recent edition of the Life Safety Code. The contract allows VA to place a patient in a NH when the NH agrees to accept the patient at a previously established price.

Patients who require care in NHs because of Activities of Daily Living (ADL) impairments; medical diagnoses; and/or the inability of the informal and formal care system to provide care at home or in the community comprise the target population for CNH. The population includes patients in need of rehabilitation, special clinical care, and those with behavioral management problems where nursing home care is needed and appropriate mental health interventions can be provided in the NH.  Patients should not require hospital based nursing home care.

     HISTORY

The Community Nursing Home Program, one of three VA-sponsored nursing home programs, was established in 1965.

      LEGAL AUTHORITY

Statutory authority was established in Public Law 88-450. The applicable regulations are found in 38 United States Code 1720.

