GERIATRIC RESEARCH, EDUCATION

& CLINICAL CENTERS (GRECCs)


   CURRENT PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  

The Veterans Health Administration (VA) initiated a strategy in the mid 1970's to focus attention on the aging veteran population, to increase the basic knowledge of aging, to transmit that knowledge to health care providers, and to improve the quality of care to the aged. A cornerstone of this strategy has been the development of Geriatric Research, Education and Clinical Centers (GRECCs). The GRECCs are "centers of excellence" designed for the advancement and integration of research, education and clinical achievements in geriatrics and gerontology into the total VA healthcare system.


  CURRENT DEMOGRAPHICS  

As of 2003, there are 21 GRECCs located at the following VA Medical Center locations: Ann Arbor, MI; Baltimore, MD; Birmingham, AL/Atlanta, GA (2 campuses); Bronx/New York Harbor, NY (2 campuses); Cleveland, OH; Durham, NC; Gainesville, FL; Little Rock, AR; Madison, WI; Miami, FL; Minneapolis, MN; New England (includes Bedford and Boston Divisions; Boston Division includes Boston, Brockton, and West Roxbury campuses); Palo Alto, CA; Pittsburgh, PA; Puget Sound, WA (includes Seattle and American Lake Divisions); Salt Lake City, UT; San Antonio, TX; Sepulveda, CA; St. Louis, MO; Tennessee Valley (includes Nashville and Murfreesboro campuses); and West Los Angeles, CA.


   FUTURE PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS  

Public Law 99-166 amended 38 U.S. C. 4101 (f) (A), authorizing an increase in the number of GRECCs from 15 to 25. The objective is to expand the number of GRECCs, depending on the availability of funds, from the current 21 to 25 in affiliated VA facilities distributed geographically across the country.  Standards and criteria for VA facilities to utilize in developing plans for a GRECC were published in 1990, and the GRECC Program Guide was published in 1991.  Performance measures for GRECCs, as one of the Special Emphasis Programs noted in VA’s 1995 “Vision for Change,” were developed in 1996.  Performance measures are now part of GRECCs’ annual report.

    
INTEGRATION OF PROGRAM EFFORTS FOR CONTINUITY OF CARE

GRECCs have established many interrelationships with other programs to avoid fragmentation and/or duplication. Important examples include the GRECCs’ coordination with Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D) Centers of Excellence and other Research and Development programs; coordination with the Employee Education System; and coordination with clinical programs and quality assurance programs at each host VA facility.

GRECCs will continue to serve as resources in aging research, education and clinical care for the host VA facility, other VA facilities in their respective geographic areas, and the VA system as a whole. Additional efforts will be made to transport appropriately throughout the VA system clinical models, such as Geriatric Evaluation and Management (GEM) programs, and palliative care programs for late-stage dementia, that have been developed and evaluated by GRECCs, as well as education and training products.  One means of enhancing information dissemination is through the Internet.  There is now a GRECC web site at the following VA intranet address:  http://vaww.va.gov/GRECC.  An Internet site is under development.  Profiles of individual GRECCs are available at the GRECC web site. 
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