Palliative Care Nurse 

Competency Domains

Clinical Judgment: Demonstrates critical thinking, analysis and clinical judgment in the care of patients and families experiencing life-limiting, progressive illness through the use of the nursing process to address the physical, emotional, psychosocial, and spiritual needs of the patients and families.
Advocacy and Ethics: Incorporates ethical principles and professional standards in the care of patients and families experiencing life- limiting, progressive illness as well as identifying and advocating for the wishes and preference of patients and families.

Advanced General Statement: Demonstrates knowledge, skills and attitudes that are consistent with the professional standards, code of ethics and scope of practice for hospice/ palliative care nursing. 

Collaboration: Actively promotes dialogue with patients and families, the healthcare team and community to address and plan for issues related to living with and dying from life- limiting, progressive illnesses.

Systems Thinking: Utilizes resources necessary to enhance quality of life for patients and families experiencing life- limiting, progressive illness through knowledge and negotiation within the healthcare system.

Cultural and Spiritual Competence: Demonstrates cultural competences by respecting and honoring the unique diversity and characteristics of patients, families, and colleagues in hospice/ palliative care.

Facilitator of Learning: Facilitates learning for patient, family, self, members of the healthcare team and community through the development, implementation and evaluation of formal and informal education related to living with and dying from a life-limiting, progressive illness.

Communication: Demonstrates the use of effective verbal, non- verbal and written communication with patients, families, members of the healthcare team and community in order to therapeutically address and accurately convey the hospice/ palliative care needs of patients and families. 
REFERENCE: Competencies for Generalist Hospice and Palliative Care Nurses. Hospice and Palliative Care Nurses Association, 2001.
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