VA Nursing Home Care

The Veterans Health Administration Nursing Home Care (VA NHCU) program is designed to care for veterans with various functional impairments who require institutional nursing care, supportive personal care, specialized services, and/or individual adjustment services regardless of age.  

Mission

The mission of the VA NHCU is to provide compassionate care in an interdisciplinary environment to eligible veterans with sufficient functional impairment to require the level of service and skill available in VA NHCUs.  Veterans with chronic stable conditions including dementia, those requiring rehabilitation or short term specialized services such as respite or intravenous therapy, or those who need comfort and care at the end of life are served in VA NHCUs.  

Purpose

The purpose of care in VA NHCUs is to restore the resident to maximum function, prevent further decline, maximize independence, and/or provide comfort when dying.  Most VA NHCUs are well suited to providing short-term, respite, restorative and rehabilitative care up to 90 days, and longer term care for veterans who meet eligibility criteria and/or require end of life care, prolonged active rehabilitation, are unable to sustain a placement in a community nursing home, or lack clinically appropriate community alternatives.

Location

The majority of VHA NHCUs are located on the campus of VA Medical Centers throughout the United States. (Link to map – to include name address and phone number of each VA Medical Center with a NHCU)

Eligibility and Admission Criteria

To qualify for VHA NHCU care the following must be met:

1. The veteran must meet the eligibility criteria for VA care

2. The veteran must have a 70% or greater service connected disability or need nursing home care for a service connected disability.

3. The veteran must be enrolled in VA for health care.

4. The veteran must be evaluated by an interdisciplinary treatment team to determine the clinical need for nursing home care. 

To obtain more information about admission, contact the eligibility department of your nearest VA Medical Center or arrange for an evaluation for nursing home placement through your primary care team at your local VA Medical Center.

