26.4 million                       

The number of military veterans in the United States; this is a ratio of about      

1-in-8 (or 13 percent) of U.S. civilians 18 and over.

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsServlet
1.6 million

The number of veterans who are women.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/2003/cb03-83.html
In the most recent period of service (August 1990 or later), women accounted for nearly16 percent of all veterans. In contrast, women make up about 4 percent of World War II veterans and 2 percent of Korean War veterans.

9.7 million                                                 

The number of veterans who are age 65 or over.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/2003/cb03-83.html
57.4

Median age of the nation's veterans.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/2003/cb03-83.html
2.6 million

The number of black veterans. Additionally, 1.1 million are Hispanic, 284,000 are Asian and 196,000 are American Indian or Alaska native. (The numbers for blacks, Asians, and American Indians or Alaska natives cover only those reporting a single race.)

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsServlet
Vietnam-era veteran’s account for the largest share of all veterans, about 3-in-10. The next largest share, about 2-in-10, served during World War II.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/2003/cb03-83.html
Where Do They Live?

7
Number of states with 1 million or more veterans. These states include

California (2.6 million), Florida (1.9 million), Texas (1.8 million), New

York (1.4 million), Pennsylvania (1.3 million), Ohio (1.1 million) and

Illinois (1.0 million).

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsServlet
17             

Percentage of Alaska civilians 18 and over who are veterans, the highest rate in the country. Veterans account for about 16 percent of the adult population in Montana, Nevada, Wyoming and Maine. 

27

Percentage of Hampton, Va., adult civilian residents who are military veterans. Hampton, near the country's largest naval station at Norfolk, has the highest concentration of veterans of any place with 100,000 or more residents. Clarksville, Tenn. (near Fort Campbell, Ky.), and Fayetteville, N.C. (home of Fort Bragg), followed closely.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/2003/cb03-83.html
The highest concentrations of Korean War and World War II veterans tend to be in retirement areas of Florida, Arizona or California, as well as other places with warm climates.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/2003/cb03-83.html
