MINNEAPOLIS GRECC FY 03 HIGHLIGHTS

I. Collaboration with Other VA Entities

· Minneapolis VA Brain Science Center

· Minneapolis VA Center for Chronic Disease Outcomes Research (CCDOR)

· Minneapolis VA Cognitive Neuroimaging Unit (CMU)

· Employee Education System (EES)

· VA Pharmacy Benefits Management Strategic Healthcare Group

· Hepatitis C Resource Centers (HCRC)

· West Haven Coop Studies Program Coordinating Center (WH-CSPCC)

· VA Office of Geriatrics and Extended Care

II. Aging Research

· Animal models for Alzheimer’s research

· Regulation of brain cholesterol and its role in cell structure and function

· Biological interactions of vitamin E 
· Structural and functional imaging studies in Alzheimer’s disease

· Genetic studies in early-onset dementia

· Neuropsychological assessment in the elderly

· Driving and dementia

· Pre-clinical evaluation of anti-memory loss pharmacological agents

· Clinical trials in Alzheimer’s disease

· Brain mechanisms in obesity resistance

III. Education and Training

· Provider of CME

· V-tel broadcasts of the GRECC Seminar Series on Aging to VISN 23 facilities
· Joint sponsorship with Gerontological Society of America, Gustavus Adolphus College, and the Alzheimer Association for national meetings

· Joint sponsorship of HCRC preceptor training programs

· Geriatric psychiatry fellowship

· Clinical trainees

· Pre-doctoral and post-doctoral trainees

IV. Clinical Demonstration Models/Best Practices

· Routine screening for driver safety in older adults

· Caregiver education for relatives of patients with dementia
· Guidelines for pharmacological treatment in Alzheimer’s disease

· Consensus diagnoses for GRECC clinic patients referred for memory loss
· Laboratory-based assessment of functional capacity in memory loss patients
V. Dissemination of GRECC Products

· MMSE video

· CPT video

· Pocket guide

· Medication record

· Satellite programs

· CME training videos and DVDs

· Federal Practitioner supplements

