CLEVELAND GRECC FY 06 HIGHLIGHTS

Collaborations with Other VA Entities

· Collaboration with Ann Arbor GRECC to disseminate curriculum entitled “Functional Assessment of the Older Adult: An Incremental Approach”  designed to increase expertise in their clinical care of older veterans from a primary care perspective. Target audience is VISN-Wide Community Based Outpatient Clinics primary care staff.
· Collaboration with the Pittsburgh VA Medical Center to propose a study to investigate cultural differences in joint replacement surgery patients.
· Cleveland networking with VISN 8 to work on brochure for falls and anticoagulation

Aging Research

· Development of a pilot project to assess quality of life of prostate cancer survivors who receive a tailored nursing intervention.
· Implementation of a multi-site randomized controlled trial testing a coping and communication support intervention for middle-aged and older advanced cancer patients and their family caregivers.

· Analysis and publishing of data from the randomized controlled trial testing a care coordination model of all-inclusive long term care for frail elderly veterans.

· The Cleveland GRECC & Case Western Reserve University Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing will continue studying the use of guided imagery in joint replacement patients.  

Education and Training

· Ongoing geriatric and gerontology training using a variety of educational methods.

· Geriatric Nursing Protocol written by Dr. Kresevic and Matey Mezey on the National Guidelines Clearinghouse website. 

· Geriatric nursing updates for refresher nurses at Cleveland State University.

· Implementation and evaluation of wellness training for older veterans.

· Implementation/evaluation of complementary therapy programs for LTC nursing assistants.

· Maintenance and implementation of web-based instructional materials.  Web-based Podogeriatrics curriculum will be made available on the EES website after pilot testing.
· Continued in-services for fellows on incontinence and delirium.

· Topics in Geriatric Medicine weekly continuing education program televideoconferenced throughout the VISN with local, national and internationally known presenters in geriatrics.

· Advanced Practice Nursing weekly continuing education program televideoconferenced locally and accessible throughout the VISN.
Clinical Demonstration Models/Best Practices
· Completion of a national project to assess the feasibility of hip pads, which resulted in the establishment of hip pads as routine care.
· Development of a nurse managed medication clinic to improve safety and medication compliance.
· Development of Visual Medication Program designed to improve medication adherence and improve patient outcomes.
· Development of CPRS dementia clinical care reminder
Dissemination of GRECC Products

· Disseminate GRECC research, clinical and educational projects via the GRECC website.

· Hip pads for high risk falls acute care and long term care patients in the geriatric management and nursing home care units.
