SAN ANTONIO GRECC FY 03 HIGHLIGHTS 

I.  Collaboration With Other VA Entities
· The GRECC Director’s continued involvement with VISN 17’s Research Committee
· GRECC participation/representation on the Texas Department on Aging’s Aging Policy Advisory Group  
· GRECC participation/representation on BHPr’s/HRSA Task Force on Ethnogeriatrics
· Distance learning exchange with Little Rock GRECC/Arkansas GEC in collaboration with STGEC
· Medicolegal live and web-based course in final stages of development with STGEC, St. Mary’s University School of Law and Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center
II.  Aging Research

· Establishment of Barshop Center on Aging at University affiliate

· Award of independent research funding to junior GRECC investigators

· Development of new technology to measure nitric oxide in humans (Dr. Dean Kellogg)

· Advances in understanding cellular signals involved in salivary cell growth, development and function (Dr. Chih-Ko Yeh)

· Continued participation in the successful VISN research start-up grant program, in which 1-2 grants/applying VAMC are awarded (up to $50,000/yr for 2 yrs) three times yearly to generate pilot data for VA and NIH grant proposals.

III.  Education and Training

· Ongoing Fellowship programs:


-- BHPr geriatric fellowship for medical, dental, mental health professionals

-- VA special fellowship in advanced geriatrics

-- VA palliative care fellowship

-- Post-doctoral fellowship in Geriatric Psychology

-- Research fellowship in Clinical Geriatrics (Dental)

· 24th Annual Conference on Aging (Geriatric Primary Care)

· Collaborative web-based courses on Elder Abuse and Prostate Cancer completed with on-line availability expected Summer 2004 (areas still under development include Geriatrics & Gerontology, Medicolegal Aspects of Aging, Nutrition and Geriatric Dentistry)

IV.  Clinical Demonstration Models/Best Practices
· Development and implementation of medication dispenser/reminder to automatically dispense medication according to a pre-determined schedule
· Planning for a Community Care Coordination Program for veterans with high use of medical center resources

· Development of Enhanced Residential Care Program on-site at Kerrville VAMC, to be managed by a private contractor (pending approval)

· Development of a cost-sharing Enhanced Residential Care Program with community Assisted Living facilities in South Texas

V.  Dissemination of GRECC Products

· Continuing education programs (Annual Conference on Aging, weekly Geriatrics & Gerontology Grand Rounds, Medical Grand Rounds, etc) disseminated through web-based products, CD-ROM and videotape 

· Workshop for nurses on clinical assessment of Executive Control Function

· Expansion of Positively Aging® interdisciplinary curriculum, developed in conjunction with the University affiliate and San Antonio’s Northside Independent School District (NISD), to hard-copy and web-based educational products, and start-up programs in El Paso middle schools  

· Updates of Dental Regulations Compliance Manual for the Nursing Facility and Developing a Dental Program for the Nursing Facility: A Manual for Dental Office Staff, educational packages utilized by World Health Organization (WHO) and JCAHO. 

