WEST LOS ANGELES GRECC FY 03 HIGHLIGHTS

I.  Collaborations With Other VA Entities
· CLINICAL: New State Veterans Homes (VA Greater LA, California State Veterans Homes) S; Telehealth (VISN 22); Geriatrics/Extended Care (Las Vegas VA); Reduce NHCU deficiencies (VISN 22 facilities); S  Patient education (VA Greater LA)

· RESEARCH: Basic science of osteoporosis (Mather VA); Research strategies for nursing  (San Diego VA)

· EDUCATION:  Advanced geriatrics curriculum and program development (VA Greater Los Angeles, Seattle VA, Durham VA, St. Louis VA,  Ann Arbor VA, Little Rock VA, San Antonio VA);  promote careers in aging (VISN 22 facilities), In-service education and personnel training (VA Greater LA)
II.  Aging Research 
       FOCUS AREAS: 

· Basic science: Cellular & molecular basis of osteoporosis, osteoarthritis, immunosenescence 

· Clinical:  Pathogenesis & management of osteoporosis, geriatric rehabilitation, immunology & infectious diseases, falls prevention

· Health services: Evaluation of clinical programs, geriatric rehabilitation cost-effectiveness, minority elderly health care utilization

       RECENT INITIATIVES: 

· Basic science: Mechanisms of oxidized LDL regulation of osteoblast precursor differentiation & function; Extracellular matrix/integrin regulation of gene expression patterns in chondrocytes in OA; Altered antigen presenting cell function in age-related declines in cell mediated immunity

· Clinical: Effects of comprehensive education & care clinic on resource access by frail CHF patients; Evaluation of falls risk screening and diagnostic assessment program

· Health services: Barriers to diagnosis and treatment of osteoporosis in older veterans, Barriers to diagnosis and treatment of early dementia; Role of ethnic and military service experience factors in accessing of VA care by veterans.

III.  Education and Training
· Development of new pocket guide on Elder Abuse

· Development of new pocket guide on Geriatric Pain Management

· Development of new poster on Careers in Aging

· VA Special Fellowships Program in Advanced Geriatrics - Fellowship Site and Hub SiteS
IV.  Clinical Demonstration Models/Best Practices

· Decisional capacity assessment

· Medication round-up

V.  Dissemination of GRECC Products
· Careers in Aging poster S
· Pocket Guides to 1) Community-Based Elder Care

 







2) Geriatric pain management

 







3) Elder Abuse S 

White paper and proceedings of falls conference at www.archstone.org 

S In collaboration with Sepulveda GRECC

