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Attached are VHA’s Management of Chronic Kidney Disease and Pre-End Stage Renal
Disease Guidelines developed by and for clinicians from VHA and the Department of
Defense (DoD). The guidelines are designed for use by primary care providers in an
ambulatory care setting; they can also be used to coordinate and standardize care within
subspecialty teams.

These evidence-based guidelines, developed in an algorithmic format, represent the
product of months of consensus building among VHA and DoD professionals from all
relevant health care disciplines, including private sector experts provided by VHA's
External Peer Review contractor. They also integrate the recommendations for
pharmacologic management of patients with kidney disease developed by VHA's
Medical Advisory Panel (MAP) to the Pharmacy Benefits Management Strategic Health
Care Group and DoD's Pharmacoeconomic Center. The goal in developing these
guidelines was not to repeat the process, but rather, to incorporate the information from
several existing, national consensus, evidence-based guidelines into a format which
would maximally facilitate clinical decision making, data collection, and changes in
patterns of resource use.

Please ensure that copies of the guidelines are provided for review and use by
appropriate staff. Further local reproduction and dissemination are encouraged. At least
one copy should be placed in the Medical Library for reference. Feedback on the
technical content and scientific validity of the guidelines may be addressed to Thakor G.
Patel, M.D., Chief Renal Diseases, Office of Patient Care Services (11), at

(202) 273-8491. Administrative issues may be addressed to Debby Walder, R.N.,
M.S.N., Performance Management Facilitator, Office of Quality and Performance (10Q),
810 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20420.

Thomas L™Garthwaite, M.D.
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