VA NPC MEETS IN WASHINGTON
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VA’s National Partnership Council conducted its quarterly meeting in Washington, DC, from December 12-13, 2001. New members were introduced to the rest of the Council. They were Laura Miller, Assistant Deputy Undersecretary for Health, Guy Richardson, Associate Director for Finance for the Maryland Health Care System, and Susan Larson, R.N., NFFE VA Council.

Dr. Jacob Lozada, the Assistant Secretary for Human Resources and Administration welcomed the Council to Washington and shared his views on a number of programs that fall under his jurisdiction to include, Diversity and EEO, Resolution Management, and Human Resources Management, with a special emphasis on workforce and succession planning. He asked the Council to help VA find new and improved ways to develop our employees’ skills and open VA’s doors to the next generation of employees with particular attention to this nation’s youth from diverse backgrounds.

The highlight of the meeting was the Secretary’s presentation on his decision to retain the National Partnership Council as an advisory body to him. He asked the Council to develop a new Partnership Agreement that he could sign which built on our past successes and which emphasized working together to improve services to veterans and their families and improving the workplace for employees. In addition he charged the Council with developing a Secretarial Award Program to recognize those management and union officials who have improved the VA because of their successful collaborations.

There were also presentations and discussions on the One VA Employee Survey, VHA’s Compliance Program, Workforce and Succession Planning, a VA Nurse Corp, and Alternative Dispute Resolution Tracking Program.  

