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THAKOR G. PATEL, MD, MACP

CAPTAIN, MEDICAL CORPS

UNITED STATES NAVY (Ret)
Doctor Thakor G. Patel was born in Nairobi, Kenya.  He completed undergraduate studies at Faculty of Science, M.S. University, Baroda, India, in 1965 and earned his Doctor of Medicine degree from the Faculty of Medicine in 1970.

Following his internship, residency in Internal Medicine, and a Nephrology Fellowship he joined the United States Navy where he served for 23 years.  His assignments included Diving Medical Officer, Hawaii, Head and Program Director Nephrology, Director, Medical Service and Medical Director all at Naval Medical Center, Portsmouth, Virginia. He was also leader of a surgical support team during the invasion of Grenada and Director, Medical Services of a fleet hospital in Saudi Arabia during Operation Desert Shield/Storm. He served as Specialty Advisor to the Navy Surgeon General for Nephrology from 1988 to 1994.

Doctor Patel retired from the Naval Service in January 1998.  His last assignment was as Director for Surface Medicine at the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, where he was responsible for the plans and policy for the practice of medicine on ships, new ships construction (medical department), and the hospital ships.  He helped set the requirements for future medical departments and hospital ships.  Captain Patel also served as the Specialty Leader for Surface Medicine to the Surgeon of the Navy.  

He is Board Certified in both Internal Medicine and Nephrology and is a Master of the American College of Physicians.  At present he is the Program Chief, Renal Diseases, Diabetes and Oncology and was the Acting Chief Consultant, Acute Care Strategic Health Care Group for the Veterans Health Administration in Washington, DC from 2000-2001.  He is also an Adjunct Associate Professor of Medicine at the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland.

His awards and honors include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, Navy Unit Citation, Meritorious Unit Citation, National Defense Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, South West Asia Medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, and Kuwait Liberation Medal.  In 1989 he received the prestigious Admiral Joel T. Boone Award of the Association of Military Surgeons of the United States and in 1994 the Laureate Award of the American College of Physicians. 

Captain Patel is married to Captain Usha T. Patel, Medical Corps, United States Navy (retired).  They have two daughters, Sheetal (Ltjg in the Naval Reserve) and Reema.
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