[image: image1.jpg]



Bonnie Steele, RN, Ph.D.

Dr. Bonnie Steele’s outstanding performance as the Respiratory Clinical Nurse Specialist at the VA Puget Sound Health Care System is measured in improved care to veterans and service to the community providing leadership in clinical practice and education. She manages the care for a population of patients who have chronic pulmonary disease and have difficulty adhering to requirements.  Her ability to guide and direct their care, including collaborating with other healthcare professionals to ensure that the veteran and their families comply with the plane of care, has resulted in many of these patients’ improved quality of life.  She consistently demonstrates compassion and support through her ability to empathize with the chronic problems of patients and families.  Her ability to manage this population throughout the continuum of care has supported the continuity of services, including the reduction of admissions for this population.  Dr. Steele’s success in improving care is reflected in numerous letters from patients and families whose lives she has touched.

Dr. Steele is proficient in designing and implementing programs as a direct result of her role in the Nursing Research Program at the Seattle VA Medical Center.  She translates her innovations into training programs for all health care team members.  Her talents are also displayed in the numerous articles she has published, her activity as a lecturer, and her role as a faculty member at three nursing schools in the Seattle area.  Her willingness to spend extra hours to collaborate and coordinate services is reflected in the improved care of the chronic respiratory disease population.  Her ability to seek funding and design new systems has been the hallmark of her professional practice.  She is an exemplary clinician who, on a daily basis, goes that extra mile to provide quality service to our American heroes
