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RECOMMENDED NATIONAL NURSING CERTIFICATIONS

Criteria

1. Professional organization has a written scope and standards of practice

2. Examination requires active, unrestricted RN licensure

3. Examination requires defined clinical experience in area for certification 

4. Certification exam reflects knowledge needed by nurse to be effective at level of practice

5. Established re-certification process

	AREA OF 

PRACTICE
	NAME OF

CERTIFICATION/

CREDENTIAL
	CERTIFYING BODY
	CRITERIA MET
	WEB Site

	Addictions (Substance Abuse) Nursing
	CARN—Certified Addictions Registered Nurse
	Addictions Nursing Certification Board (ANCB)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.IntNSA.org


	Ambulatory Care
	RN,C

Registered Nurse, Certified
	American Nurses Credentialing Center Commission on Certification- ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://wsw.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Anticoagulation Management
	CACP
	National Certification Board for Anticoagulation Providers
	1,3,4,5
	www.acforum.org


	Cardiac/Vascular Nurse
	RN, BC 

Registered Nurse, Board Certified

if baccalaureate nursing degree or higher;  other wise RN,C
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Case Management
	RN,C
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Case Management
	CCM—Certified Case Manager
	Commission for Case Manager Certification
	1,3,4,5

licensed professional but RN not required
	http://www.academyccm.org
http://www.ccmcertification.org


	Community Health
	RN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Compliance
	CHC-Certified in Healthcare Compliance 
	Healthcare Compliance Certification Board (HCCB)
	1,3,4,5
	www.hccb@hcca-info.org
http://www.hcca-info.org


	Critical Care
	CCRN –Certified Critical Care Nurse
	American Association of Critical- Care Nurses Certification Corporation
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aacn.org


	Dermatology
	DNC-Dermatology Nurse Certified
	Dermatology Nursing Certification Board (DNCB)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.dnanurse.org


	Diabetes Educator
	CDE- Certified Diabetes Educator
	National Certification Board for Diabetes Educators (NCBDE)
	1,3,4,5
	http://www.ncbde.org


	Emergency Room
	CEN- Certified Emergency Nurse
	Board of Certification for Emergency Nursing (BCEN)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.ena.org


	General Nursing Practice
	RN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Gerontological Nursing
	RN, BC 

Registered Nurse, Board Certified

if baccalaureate nursing degree or higher;  other wise RN,C 
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	GI Nursing
	CGRN- Certified Gastroenterology Registered Nurse
	Certifying Board of Gastroenterology Nurses & Associates (CBGNA)   
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.cbgna.org


	Healthcare Management
	CHE(-Certified Healthcare Executive, Diplomate
	American College of Healthcare Executives
	1,3,4,5

RN not required, requires healthcare management experience
	http://www.ache.org


	HIV/AIDS Nursing
	ACRN- AIDS Certified Registered Nurse
	HIV/AIDS Nursing Certification Board (HANCB)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.anacnet.org


	Holistic Nursing
	HNC-Holistic Nurse Certified
	American Holistic Nurses’ Certification Corporation  (AHNCC)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://ahncc@flash.net


	Home Health Nursing
	RN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Hospice and Palliative Care Nursing
	CHPN- Certified Hospice Palliative Nurse 
	National Board for Certification of Hospice & Palliative Nurses
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.nbchpn.org


	Infection Control
	CIC—Certification in Infection Control
	Certification Board of Infection Control and Epidemiology, Inc. (CBIC)

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology
	1,3,4,5
	http://www.apic.org


	Informatics
	RN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc

	IV Nursing
	CRNI --Certified Registered Nurse Infusion
	Infusion Nurses Certification  Corporation
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.ins1.org


	Legal Nurse Consulting
	LNCC- Legal Nurse Consultant Certified
	American Legal Nurse Consultant Certification Board (ALNCCB)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aalnc.org


	Medical-Surgical
	RN, BC 

Registered Nurse, Board Certified

if baccalaureate nursing degree or higher;  other wise RN,C 
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc

	Medical-Surgical
	CMSRN -Certified Medical-Surgical Registered Nurse
	Academy of Medical/Surgical Nurses
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.medsurgnurse.

org

	Nephrology Nursing
	CNN-Certified Nephrology Nurse


	Nephrology Nurses Certification Commission (NNCC)


	1,2,3,4,5


	www.nncc-exam.org
www.cnetnurse.

com



	Neuroscience Nursing
	CNRN- Certified Neuroscience Registered Nurse
	The American Board of Neuroscience Nursing
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aann.org


	Nursing Continuing Education
	BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc

	Nursing Administration
	RN,CNA,BC

Registered Nurse, Certified in Nursing Administration, Board Certified
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc

	Nursing Administration-Advanced
	RN,CNAA,BC

Registered Nurse, Certified in Nursing Administration, Advanced, Board Certified
	American Nurses Credentialing Center Commission on Certification (ANCC)
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/
ancc

	Nursing Professional Development formerly Continuing Education/Staff Development
	RN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/
ancc

	Nutrition Support 
	CNSN-Certified Nutrition Support Nurse
	National Board of Nutrition  Support Certification, Inc. (NBNSC)
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nutritioncertify.

org

	Occupational Health
	COHN-Certified Occupational Health Nurse

COHN-S  --Certified Occupational Health Nurse-Specialist (must have baccalaureate or higher degree in any field)

CM – Case Manager (must already hold the COHN or COHN-S credential)
	American Board for Occupational Health Nurses (ABOHN)
	1,2,3,4,5


	http://www.abohn.org


	Oncology nursing
	OCN-Oncology Nurse Certified


	The Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation 
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.oncc.org


	Oncology nursing –advanced certification
	AOCN-Advanced certification for oncology nursing


	The Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation

Advanced nurses consist of clinical nurse specialists, nurse practitioners, educators, administrators, consultants and researchers in oncology nursing
	1,2,3,4,5

*must hold master’s or higher degree in nursing preferably with a focus on oncology
	http://www.oncc.org


	Orthopedic Nursing
	ONC- Orthopaedic Nurse Certified
	Orthopaedic Nurse Certification Board (ONCB)
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.orthonurse.

org

	Perianesthesia Nursing
	Two certifications:

· CPAN (Certified Post Anesthesia Nurse)

· CAPA (Certified Ambulatory Perianesthesia Nurse)
	American Board of Perianesthesia Nursing Certification, Inc.
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aspan.org


	Perioperative Nursing
	CNOR- Certified Nurse Operating Room
	Certification Board Perioperative Nursing 
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.certboard.org


	Perioperative Nursing (expanded role-First Assistant)
	CRNFA-Certified Registered Nurse First Assistant
	Certification Board Perioperative Nursing
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.certboard.org


	Plastic Surgery Nurse
	CPSN-Certified Plastic Surgery Nurse
	Plastic Surgical Nursing Certification Board (PSNCB)
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.aspsn.org/certification


	Psychiatric and Mental Health
	RN, BC 

Registered Nurse, Board Certified

if baccalaureate nursing degree or higher;  other wise RN,C 
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Quality Assurance
	CPHQ-Certified Professional in Healthcare Quality
	National Association for Healthcare Quality (NAHQ), certifying board Healthcare Quality Certification Board (HQCB) 
	1,3,4,5
	http://www.healthcarequalitycertification.com


	Radiologic Nursing in Imaging, Interventional, and Therapeutic Environments 
	CRN-Certified Radiologic Nurse
	Radiologic Nursing Certification Board (RNCB)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.arna.net


	Rehabilitation Nursing
	CRRN-Certified Rehabilitation Nurse

CRRN-A  -Certified Rehabilitation Nurse, Advanced Practice
	The Rehabilitation Nursing Certification Board

(phased out as of June 30, 2009
	1,2,3,4,5

1,2,3,4,5
	www.rehabnurse.

org

	Sexual Assault
	SANE-A – Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner –Adult & Adolescent
	Forensic Nursing Certification Board (FNCB) founded by the International Association of Forensic Nurses
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.iafn.org


	Step-down ICU/Telemetry/Direct Observation
	PCCN-Progressive Care Certified Nurse
	American Association of Critical- Care Nurses Certification Corporation
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aacn.org


	Telephone Nursing Practice
	RNC-Registered Nurse Certified
	National  Certification Corporation 
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aaacn.org


	Urology
	CURN-Certified Urologic Registered Nurse


	Certification Board for Urology Nurses and Associates (CBUNA)
	1,3,4,5

*LPNs can test as associates, open to PAs
	www.suna.org/
http://cbuna@ajj.com


	Wound, Ostomy, Continence 
	Exam can be taken in 3 parts, & RN can be certified in any of the 3 areas or a combination of any of the 3 areas.

· CWOCN (Certified Wound, Ostomy, Continence Nurse)

· CWN (Certified Wound Nurse)

· CON (Certified Ostomy Nurse)

· CCN (Certified Continence Nurse)

· CWON (Certified Wound Ostomy Nurse)
	WOCN Certification Board   
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.wocncb.org


	Wound Management
	CWS-Certified Wound Specialist 

 
	American Academy of Wound Management (AAWM)

3 levels of certification:

1.  diplomate status –MD, RN, physical therapists and other health care providers who have doctorate degrees

2.  fellow status –masters level in related health care disciplines

3.  clinical associates status-RNs, PAs, individuals with baccalaureate degree, or other licensed health care provider with extensive training and background in wound care.
	1,3,4,5

*new organization and re-certification process has not been put  in place yet, but there will be one either by self study examination, continuing education and/or work experience
	http://www.aawm.org


	Advanced Practice
	
	
	
	

	Clinical Specialist
	
	
	
	

	Clinical Specialist in Acute & Critical Care
	CCNS-Certified Clinical Nurse Specialist
	American Association of Critical-Care Nurses Certification Corporation


	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aacn.org


	Clinical Nurse Specialist in Community Health Nursing
	APRN, BC

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse, Board Certified
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/
ancc

	Clinical Specialist in Adult Psychiatric & Mental Health Nursing
	APRN,BC

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse, Board Certified 
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Clinical Specialist in Gerontological Nursing
	APRN,BC


	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Clinical Nurse Specialist in Home Health Nursing
	APRN,BC


	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Clinical Specialist in Medical-Surgical Nursing
	APRN,BC


	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5


	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Advanced Diabetes Management


	APRN,BC


	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Palliative Care


	APRN,BC


	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Urology Clinical Nurse Specialist
	CUCNS-Certified Urologic Clinical Nurse Specialist
	Certification Board for Urology Nurses & Associates (CBUNA)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.suna.org


	Nurse Practitioner


	
	
	
	

	Acute Care Nurse Practitioner
	APRN,BC

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse, Board Certified
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Adult Nurse Practitioner
	APRN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Adult Nurse Practitioner
	NP-C
	American Academy of Nurse Practitioners Certification Program
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aanp.org


	Family Nurse Practitioner
	NP-C
	American Academy of Nurse Practitioners Certification Program
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.aanp.org


	Family Nurse Practitioner


	APRN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Gerontological Nurse Practitioner
	APRN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ ancc


	Adult Psychiatric & Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
	APRN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Family Psychiatric & Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
	APRN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/anc


	Advanced Diabetes Management-Nurse Practitioner
	APRN,BC
	ANCC
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nursingworld.org/ancc


	Menopause Clinician
	RNC
	National Certification Corporation
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.nccnet.org
http://www.awhonn.org

	Urology Nurse Practitioner
	CUNP-Certified Urologic Nurse Practitioner
	Certification Board for Urology Nurses & Associates (CBUNA)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.suna.org


	Women’s Health Care Nurse Practitioner
	RNC
	National Certification Corporation
	1,2,3,4,5
	www.nccnet.org
http://www.awhonn.org


	Advanced Practice


	
	
	
	

	Substance Abuse
	CARN-AP  -Certified Addictions Registered Nurse-Advanced practice
	Addictions Nursing Certification Board (ANCB)
	1,2,3,4,5
	http://www.IntNSA.org
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