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 Secretary's Award for Advancement of Nursing Programs.

 Mr. John J. Donnellan, Jr. has been the Director of the New York VA Medical Center for the past ten years which included the integration of the Brooklyn VA Medical Center to become the New York Harbor Healthcare System in 1999.  He has been a highly visible advocate for implementation of not only contemporary practices in nursing, but also of nursing quality benchmarks and innovative nursing practices.  His openness to new ideas is evident in the continued development of initiatives, from which other VA facilities learn and benefit.  Through his leadership, the structure and practice at NYHHS assure nursing's leadership and active participation in policy-making for major subjects in both clinical and related administrative areas.  Mr. Donnellan fosters an environment that assures the inclusion of professional nurses in clinical decision making.  He created an educational matrix that guaranteed the inclusion of the professional nurse as one of the pillars in a leadership triad, playing a key role in policy development, resource planning, and implementation of educational programs.  He encourages nurses to take advantage of leadership training and supports the assignment of professional nurses as the overall leaders or major players in several clinical or administrative programs.

Mr. Donnellan is an exemplary healthcare executive whose management philosophy and practices make him a powerful advocate for nursing programs, professional roles, and continued career growth.  He has long been a strong proponent and supporter of professional nurses as key players in health care, often emphasizing his view that they have a critical role in the organization because they are at the core of the health care service we provide to our veterans
