STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - 2006

CRASH CARTS, CLEANING AND RESTOCKING 
PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure for handling, cleaning, issuing, and maintaining crash carts which protects the security and integrity of the cart.

POLICY:  When a crash cart has been used in the management of a medical emergency, the used cart is transported to the SPD area for cleaning, restocking and reissue.

RESPONSIBILITY:  Emergency medical personnel (Code Team) and SPD staff or personnel performing SPD type duties.

PROCEDURE: 

1.  Completed crash carts are distributed throughout the medical center as determined by the Emergency Care Team or equivalent.

2.  When the medical emergency is over, members of the Code Team dispose of all contaminated disposable items from the emergency cart.  All contaminated reusable items are placed in a closed plastic bag and placed on top of the cart.  This occurs PRIOR to transport to SPD.  (once the cart is opened, it will never be left un-attended by the medical staff or a member of the SPD or Pharmacy staff.  If there is a need to leave the cart un-attended, there must be a lock for the cart that is different than the one used to lock the cart when it is ready for use.)

3.  The cart is brought to the receiving area of SPD and unused supplies are unloaded.  (The cart will never be taken into the decontamination with clean/sterile supplies on the cart.)

4.  The empty cart is taken to the SPD decontamination area for cleaning and disinfecting.

5.  During the disinfection process, all electrical cords are inspected for wear or damage. 

6.  Once disinfected, the cart is taken to the SPD clean/sterile storage area (not Preparation Area) to do the following:

a. Electrical equipment is tested, as appropriate

b. Other external items are checked and re-supplied, as needed

c. Internal items are inventoried and restocked according to inventory sheet (see attached facility inventory list.)

d. Check expiration dates and replace expired or soon to expire items

e. Sign and date the inventory sheet

f. Follow station policy relative to drugs stocked on crash carts.

g. Place cart in position for reissue (plug in any devices requiring battery recharge) or send to next area for further restocking and checks, as required.

7.  Place an external tag/sticker with earliest expiration date in a readily visible area.

Reference:  IC and EC JCAHO Standards
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