STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE-2007

ULTRASONIC CLEANER, OPERATON AND MAINTENANCE

PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure for the care and operator maintenance of the ultrasonic washer unit.

POLICY:  To assure that the ultrasonic washer unit is operating properly at all times.  The operator of this equipment is knowledgeable and maintains expertise in the care and preventive maintenance of the equipment.

INFORMATION:  The ultrasonic washer unit plays an important role during the cleaning process of soiled instruments.  The mechanical cleaning process is called “cavitation”, which provides a method of detailed cleaning for box locks and areas that are difficult to be cleaned manually.  The ultrasonic cleaner should not be used on items with lumens, rubber/plastic, glass, delicate instruments and items that are unable to be immersed in water.  These items will be cleaned by a manual method.  Delicate instruments should not be placed in containers for sonic cleaning.  These containers may have rubber/plastic parts, which will absorb the sonic energy and reduce or negate the process of cavitation needed to clean the instrument.

RESPONSIBILITY:

(a) The technician that is assigned to the decontamination area is responsible to report any defects or malfunctions of this unit immediately to his/her supervisor.

(b) The technician is responsible for operating this equipment in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

(c) The technician is responsible to initiate a work order when the equipment malfunctions.

(d) The supervisor is responsible for ensuring that the proper procedure is followed.

(e) The contracted service technician, BioMedical Engineer, or engineering personnel are the only authorized persons to diagnose and repair this equipment.  Under no circumstances will unauthorized personnel attempt to repair this equipment.  Safety is the utmost concern for all personnel operating this equipment.

PROCEDURE:

1. Daily

a. Clean ultrasonic cabinet surfaces and interior chambers with a mild detergent solution.

b. Rinse with tap water using a sponge or a damp linen cloth.

c. Dry with a lint-free cloth.

d. Clean the drain strainers from the cleaning and rinse-dry chambers.  Invert the strainers and flush under a strong jet of warm water until all debris is removed.

e. Inspect the chamber drain strainers physically for any defects and replace as needed.

f. Check the detergent container daily.  If the container is empty, 

remove the tubing and replace the container with a full one.

2. Operation

a. Unit must be operated with the lid closed.  Attempts to manually open or close the automatic lid may cause damage to the unit.

b. Do not place objects on the top of the lid while the unit is operational.

c. Do not activate the foot pedal mechanism with excessive force.  This may cause the unit to malfunction, or cause damage to the foot pedals.

d. Water in the cleaning cycle need not be changed after every cycle; however the water should be changed when it becomes soiled, or every four hours.

e. Place the tray of clean instruments in rinse-dry chamber and arrange instruments in the tray to eliminate blockage of the heater vent flap located across the top rear of the chamber.

f. Never use the rinse-dry chamber as a sink.  Under no circumstances should wash water be poured into the unit.  This water could drain and damage the internal components. 

Reference:  Manufacturer’s User Manual
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