STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE –3002 

CLEANING, DISINFECTING/STERILIZATION OF FLEXIBLE ENDOSCOPES
PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure used in the processing of flexible endoscopes.

POLICY:  Contaminated flexible endoscopes are precleaned at point of use, prior to transport to SPD for reprocessing.

RESPONSIBILITY:  Persons engaged in flexible endoscopy and endoscopy processing support, and SPD technicians in the Decon and Prep areas.

PROCEDURE:

Users' Responsibilities (bedside):

1.  Wipe insertion tube to remove visible gross contaminants with gauze or soft lint free cloth.  DO 

NOT SUBMERGE SCOPE.

2.  Connect to suction, place distal end in clean water and aspirate for approximately 10 seconds.  Alternate suction of clean water and air several times.  Turn off suction pump and disconnect suction tube.

3.  Gently loop or coil scope into pan for delivery to SPD for cleaning and sterilization.

SPD Cleaning Responsibilities:

1.  Perform leak test.  All scopes must be cleaned and decontaminated even if it does not pass leak testing.  The scope must NOT be immersed if the leak test is not passed.   Damaged scope must be decontaminated prior to sending for repair.

2.  Prepare the cleaning solution, using appropriate detergent mix according to manufacturer’s recommendation.

3.  Immerse the endoscope, once the leak test has been passed, wash all debris from the exterior of the endoscope by brushing and wiping while submerged in the detergent solution.  

4.  Detach the distal end hood (if present) and brush the distal tip with a small soft brush.

5.  Detach the suction and air/water valve assemblies, the biopsy channel cover and other removable parts.  Use a small soft brush to scrub all removable parts.

6.  Ensure all electronic ports are covered or “capped” – EtO cap on Brochoscopes and/or flip switch as applicable, for gas sterilization.

7.  Use a brush to clean under and inside the suction valve, air/water valve, and biopsy port opening.

8.  Brush the entire suction/biopsy system to include the body, the insertion tube, and the umbilicus of the endoscope.

9.  After each passage of the brush, rinse the brush before retracting it and before reinserting it.  Continue brushing until there is no debris visible on the brush.  

10.  Flush all channels with detergent solution to remove dislodged debris.

11.  Rinse the endoscope and all removable parts.  Rinse all channels with water to remove debris and detergent. 

Sterilization Process:

1.  After cleaning, the flexible endoscope can be terminally sterilized or high-level disinfected by using EtO, the Steris One system, or approved disinfecting solution.  

2.  Follow manufacturer’s guidelines and recommendations for EtO sterilization (make sure the EtO cap is on before sterilization.)

3.  For Steris One system, refer to SOP 4003 – Use and Operation of Steris One.

4.  Refer to SOP 2013 for high-level disinfection using Glutaraldehyde based solution.

Reference:
Olympus Operator’s Manual

Submitted:
 1/00

SPD Advisory Group, Best Practices

Page 1 of 2   3/08/01


