STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE – 3008

PROPER USE OF DUST COVER

PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure and guidelines for proper application of dust covers following sterilization process. 

POLICY:  Dust covers are to be used after sterilization as soon as packs are cool and dry.

RESPONSIBILITY:  Personnel involved in sterilization. 

INFORMATION:  Shelf life of sterilized items depends on the type of packaging or container used during sterilization.  Items that are double wrapped in woven or non-woven material will have a shelf life of 30 days.  With proper use of a dust cover, this shelf life can be extended up to one year.  This may be necessary for slow moving items and items that are reserved for occasional use only.

PROCEDURE:

1.  Dust covers can be used on steam, EtO or Sterrad sterilized items.  Ensure that the items requiring dust cover are properly sterilized.

2.  There must be minimal handling to these items prior to dust covering. 

3.  The technician must wash hands before handling sterilized items.

4.  Once the items are cool to touch, after about 45 minutes to an hour, you may begin placing in approved dust cover bags.

5.  Use appropriate size bag for the item, should be 2-3 mil thick. 

6.  The lot or load control number and expiration date must be visible through the dust cover.

7.  Remove excess air before sealing.  Secure the bag by using a heat sealer or by taping.  Do not use chemical indicator tape.  The bag must be hermetically sealed (airtight).  

8.  Some bags are available with a self-sealing closure; follow directions on the bag for self-sealing bags.

9.  When taping, fold an inch of the corner to form a triangle.  Fold the opening at least twice and secure bag with tape.

References:  AAMI ST40, 5.7.1.1.

       VA Handbook 7176, Supply, Processing, and Distribution Operational Requirements
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