STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - 4008 

FLASH STERILIZATION

PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure and provide guidance when using flash sterilization.

POLICY:  Flash sterilization must only be used in an emergency when time does not permit sterilization of prepackaged instruments.  Implantable devices will not be sterilized by flash sterilization.

RESPONSIBILITY:  SPD Technicians and staff in the Surgical Suite operating flash  sterilizer.

INFORMATION:  Flash sterilization is intended for used in emergent situations to handle immediate reprocessing needs.  If OR instruments are dropped on the floor, and a replacement instrument is not readily available, then flash sterilization can be utilized. Alternatives such as careful case planning and/or an increase of sterile instrument inventory must be explored.

PROCEDURE:

1.  In the event that flash sterilization must be performed, ensure that instruments are properly cleaned.  Instruments must be opened and have direct contact with the steam.  Use an appropriate container designed for flash sterilization.

2.  The recommended cycles (time/temperature) are as follows:

Cycle Type

Temperature
 
Exposure Time

Gravity

270(F (132(C)

3 minutes (Non-porous items)







10 minutes (porous items or inst set)

Pre-vacuum

270(F (132(C)

3 minutes (Non-porous items)







10 minutes (porous items or inst set)

3.  Upon completion of the cycle, the operator must verify that the set parameters have been met and sign chart or printout before releasing the items.

4.  Sterilizer monitoring will include biological indicator and chemical indicator.

5.  Load will be documented by recording load content, patient name and last 4 SSN, or enough information to track the item sterilized back to the patient, sterilization parameters and the operator’s signature.

6.  The items will be transported and handled aseptically to the sterile field. 

Reference:   AORN R.P Sterilization, Recommended Practices IV


        VA Handbook 7176, Supply, Processing and Distribution Operational 

                        Requirements

SPD Advisory Group, Best Practices
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