STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - 4015

MAINTENANCE OF ETHYLENE OXIDE (ETO) GAS STORAGE ROOM

PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure for cleaning and maintenance of the EtO Gas Storage room.

POLICY:  Ensure that EtO tank room is used, cleaned, and properly maintained at a regularly scheduled time.

PROCEDURE: 

1.  Only EtO gases should be stored in the EtO gas storage room.  Cylinders must be properly secured.

2.  Personal protective equipment should be stored within easy access of the EtO storage areas.

3.  Negative pressure must be maintained in the room and dedicated exhaust system used.

4.   Exhaust fans must be operational to assure that air removal is maintained at all times. An alarm system must be utilized in conjunction with the exhaust fan.  The alarm will be activated in the event of exhaust fan failure to alert personnel in the area.  Facility EtO policy should be followed in response to alarm.

5.  The room must be kept clean and clutter free at all times.

6.  The room must be monitored with an EtO specific environmental alarm that is triggered when OSHA established levels are exceeded.

Reference:  29 CFR 1910.1047   

                   VA Handbook 7176, Supply, Processing and Distribution Operational   

                       Requirements

SPD Advisory Group, Best Practices
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