
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - 5006

SPD STORAGE AREAS CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE

PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure for cleaning and maintenance of the SPD Storage areas.

POLICY:  To maintain optimal storage conditions for sterile and clean patient care supplies and equipment.

INFORMATION:  Shelves of storage area must have solid bottom, no lower than 8” from the floor, 2 inches from an outside wall, and 18 inches from the ceiling.

RESPONSIBILITY:  SPD technicians and housekeeping aides.

PROCEDURE:

SPD:

1.  To facilitate FIFO, supplies are checked for proper rotation and outdates weekly.  Supplies are stocked on left, back and bottom.  Supplies are pulled from right, front and top.

2.  Storage Carts/Shelves are cleaned monthly.

a.  Shelves may be wiped with damp cloth or cleaned in a cart washer.  A cart may be cleaned in the automatic cart washer or manually, using a hospital approved cleaner.

b.   Items are removed from the cart/shelving and the cart/shelf is washed, rinsed and dried prior to supplies being returned.

c.  Bins used on carts/shelving are emptied, washed, and dried.

3.  Sterile processing area storage drawers used for surgical instruments required for set assembly are wiped down with a hospital approved cleaner at least weekly.

HOUSEKEEPING:

1.  Housekeeping employees must wear a head covering and clean cover gown when cleaning SPD/Storage Area.

2.  Floors are wet-vacuumed or wet mopped with approved germicidal solution daily, starting in the sterile processing area and ending in the clean/bulk receiving area.  Sweeping or dry dusting is prohibited in SPD.

3.  Walls, ceiling, vents and filters should be cleaned monthly.

4.  Only dedicated cleaning items are to be used in the decontamination area.

NOTE:

1.  No supplies used in patient care are to be stored in decontamination or prep room area.

2.  No shipping cartons or corrugated boxes are allowed to be used for storage in clean supply area.

3.  Ward supply closet carts/shelving are cleaned monthly or more frequently, as needed.

Reference:  VA Handbook Directive 7176, Supply, Processing and Distribution 

                       Operation Requirements

SPD Advisory Group, Best Practices
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