STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE – 6007

SAFETY AWARENESS IN SPD

PURPOSE:  To establish an overview of guidelines and safety awareness procedures in SPD.

POLICY:  It is imperative that SPD practices encompass awareness of patient and employee safety.

RESPONSIBILITY:  All personnel that are assigned or engaged in SPD operation.

PROCEDURE:

General Guidelines

1.  All personnel must follow established work and traffic flow patterns.

2.  Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for all chemicals used is SPD must be available in a binder with an index.  Employees must be trained so they can easily find the information needed.    

3.  All SPD employees must adhere to wearing appropriate personal protective equipment designated for each area.

4.  All SPD employees must adhere to dress code and policies before entering and when leaving the area.

5.  Employees must follow and practice the handwashing guidelines (before and after each task) contained in the SPD Infection Control Policy as establish by the facility Infection Control Program.

6.  Eating and drinking is prohibited in all SPD workspaces including supply storage, processing and decontamination sections.

7.  Workspaces must be free from clutter and have unobstructed entrances and exits.

8.  Visitors are prohibited from entering SPD spaces.   If visitors must enter SPD restricted space, appropriate attire is required and they will be escorted by SPD staff.

Patient Safety

1.  Ensure that all items are processed according to established guidelines.

2.  All items must be kept safe for use by assuring that storage areas are kept clean, storage closets are locked, equipment is covered and preventive maintenance is performed on all equipment.

3.  Assure there is no contamination of patient care areas during pick-up and transport of contaminated items.

Employee Safety

1.  Prevent burn injuries when loading or unloading steam sterilizers by wearing heat resistant gloves.

2.  Employees must use proper body mechanics when carrying or handling heavy items. 

3.  Use care and caution when handling sharps.

4.  Maintain “line of sight” when reaching into any container. 

5.  In Decontamination Section, employees must wear proper personal protective equipment (PPE) to prevent direct exposure from contaminants, and injury that could result when handling contaminated and sharp instruments.  

6.  Appropriate PPE must be worn when handling chemicals used for cleaning and decontamination.

7.  Be aware of wet floors to prevent injury from falls and slip.

8.  When receiving or picking up used or contaminated items, always wear the proper PPE for the task.

NOTE:

1.  Use of electrical extension cords are prohibited in SPD area.

2.   All employees must be aware of Fire and Safety Regulations.

3.  Refer to MSDS before handling chemicals specific to the area of work.  If spills occur, follow medical center policies for clean up or contact the facility Safety Officer.

Reference:  VA Handbook 7176, Supply, Processing and Distribution Operational 

                      Requirements
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