THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
February 11, 2003

Dear National Guard and Reservists:

On behalf of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), your coworkers and
your fellow Americans, | want to thank each and every one of you for your
dedicated service to our great Nation and to VA. | am proud of the contributions
that you have made in service to veterans, and | look for you to achieve even
greater accomplishments as many of you join America’s military ranks.

As a combat veteran and the proud father of two servicemen, | understand
the range of emotions you may feel at this time of uncertainty. | also know that
your dedication to protect and defend the freedom of our great Nation remains
your highest calling. Itis a calling that has guided the footsteps of great soldiers
throughout America’s history. Through toil and even tragedy, the American spirit
has not been broken. History reminds us that freedom is not free, and the
sacrifices you are called upon to make both now and in the future will preserve
the precious freedoms that all Americans hold dear.

As you stand ready serve on active duty, | rest assured that you are
prepared to do your part to defend our Nation. In the wake of possible war, |
stand confident that you will exemplify the dedication and excellence that | have
come to expect from VA employees.

My prayers are with each one of you as our Nation faces potentially
challenging days ahead. In these tentative times, it is reassuring to know that
men and women such as you are up to the challenge.

Sincerely yours,
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