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KANE FARABAUGH, HOST:  FOR MANY DISABLED VETERANS GETTING TO AND 
FROM VA MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS IS DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE.   TO 
HELP EASE THAT BURDEN, THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAM HAS BECOME THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND GETTING VA PATIENTS 
TO THE MEDICAL CARE THEY NEED.  KAREN RYAN REPORTS. 
 
KAREN RYAN, REPORTER:  THESE VOLUNTEERS FROM THE DISABLED 
AMERICAN VETERANS ARE HAVING A BIG IMPACT ON FELLOW VETERANS WHO 
RELY ON VA HEALTHCARE. 
  
NELSON ALMA, US ARMY VETERAN, DAV VOLUNTEER DRIVER:  WE BRING SIX, 
SEVEN PEOPLE A DAY AND WE DRIVE MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, 
THURSDAY. 
 
DONALD W. PHILLIPS, DAV, TEMPLE, TX:  IF THE DAV DIDN’T PROVIDE THE 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM THEY HAVE NOW, I WOULD SAY, AT LEAST HALF 
OF THE VETERANS WOULD NOT HAVE A WAY TO COME IN. 
 
RYAN:  SINCE 1987, DAV DRIVERS HAVE LOGGED MORE THAN 370 MILLION 
MILES AND PROVIDED MORE THAN 10 MILLION RIDES TO AND FROM VA 
MEDICAL FACILITIES.   
 
CHARLES M. CAMPBELL, VIETNAM VETERAN:  I COME HERE ABOUT THREE 
TIMES A WEEK:  MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY FOR MY PHYSICAL 
THERAPY.  I WOULD HAVE TO PROBABLY BUM RIDES FROM NEIGHBORS AND 
PEOPLE AROUND ME WHERE I LIVE.  THEY DO ME AN HONOR BY PROVIDING 
THAT TRANSPORTATION AND IT’S GREAT.  
 
RYAN:   MORE THAN 5,000 DRIVERS AROUND THE COUNTRY TRANSPORT 
VETERANS TO AND FROM MORE THAN 180 MEDICAL CENTERS AND CLINICS - 
ALL FREE OF CHARGE.  A SERVICE COORDINATOR MATCHES THE VOLUNTEER 
DRIVERS WITH PATIENTS’ TRANSPORTATION NEEDS.   
 
ALBERT DAVIDSON, KOREA/VIETNAM VETERAN, DAV VOLUNTEER:  I CHECK 
THEM OFF AS THEY FINISH THEIR APPOINTMENTS.  THEY COME IN HERE AND 
THEY SIGN IN AND THEN WE’LL GATHER THEM UP AND GET THEM ON THE VAN 
AND GET THEM BACK. 
 
RYAN:   FOR ALBERT DAVIDSON - WHO SERVED 26 YEARS IN KOREA AND 
VIETNAM - VOLUNTEERING IS MORE THAN JUST LOADING THE VAN. 
 
DAVIDSON:  I GET OUT OF THE HOUSE (LAUGHS) AND I GET TO SEE OTHER 
VETERANS FOR A CHANGE. 
 
RYAN:   NELSON ALMA HAS BEEN DRIVING VETS TO THE TEMPLE VA IN 
CENTRAL TEXAS EVERY WEEK FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS. HE ENJOYS THE 
CONTACT HE HAS WITH HIS RIDERS. 



 
VAN RIDER:  WE TALK ABOUT  HOW IT WAS IN KOREA, HOW IT WAS IN 
GERMANY, YOU KNOW. 
 
ALMA:  WE ENJOY OURSELVES, YOU KNOW?  SOME OF THEM WILL TELL YOU 
ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES, SOME OF THEM WILL TELL YOU HOW THEY 
WOULD RUN THE ARMY, BUT IT’S ALL ASKING THE SAME THING.  WE ARE ALL 
VETS. 
 
RYAN:  JUDY AND TOM HARDER VOLUNTEER TOGETHER BECAUSE THEIR SON 
IS HEADING BACK TO IRAQ FOR A SECOND TOUR. 
 
JUDY HARDER, DAV VOLUNTEER DRIVER:  I TELL THEM, I’M A MOM OF A 
MARINE AND SO THEY’RE IMPRESSED (LAUGHS), BUT I JUST FEEL LIKE THAT IF 
SOMEBODY’S DOING SOMETHING NICE FOR MY SON THEN I’M DOING 
SOMETHING NICE FOR THE VET. 
 
GEORGE BOLT:   I HAVE POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER AND, WELL, IT 
MAKES ME FEEL WORTHWHILE. 
 
RYAN:   GEORGE BOLT WAS A U.S. ARMY FIELD MEDIC IN VIETNAM. HE’S  BEEN 
TRANSPORTING PATIENTS FOR 9 YEARS AND SAYS HELPING VETS IS HELPING 
HIM HEAL. HE SAYS HE’LL KEEP DRIVING AS LONG AS HE CAN. 
 
BOLT:  UNTIL I’M THE RIDER, AND RIGHT NOW I’M THE DRIVER.  WELL, I LOOK 
AROUND, YOU KNOW?  ONE OF THE REASONS THAT I’M CURRENTLY THE 
ONLY DRIVER IS CAUSE NOBODY ELSE CAN PASS THE PHYSICAL AND ONE OF 
THESE DAYS I WON’T BE ABLE TO PASS THE PHYSICAL EITHER. SO I 
ENCOURAGE THE YOUNG VETS TOCOME ON IN AND GIVE IT A TRY. 
 
FARABAUGH:  THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS ARE LOOKING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT  
DAV’S PROGRAMS GO TO WWW DOT DAV DOT ORG.   
 
END OF VIDEO 


