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September 16, 2005

VA Opens Columbarium at Long Island National Cemetery
WASHINGTON – Veterans in the New York region can again be interred at Long Island National Cemetery with the opening of a new columbarium on September 19.

"This burial option is a significant benefit for veterans and their family members in the New York region," said the Honorable R. James Nicholson, Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  "Today, we can again offer commemoration in perpetuity for veterans at Long Island National Cemetery."

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has operated the Long Island National Cemetery since 1936.  The facility ran out of space for casket burials in 1978 and for in-ground interment of cremation remains in 2003, although family members of veterans already buried there and veterans who had burial reservations under an old system were still interred.  
The new columbarium -- a niched wall system holding cremation urns -- provides 6,000 additional niches for cremation remains.  The $2.2 million project also made infrastructure improvements, including sidewalks and landscaping.  

Long Island National Cemetery has the largest number of people buried in a VA national cemetery in the United States, with more than 325,000 veterans and family members interred during its nearly 70-year history.  Despite space restrictions, the facility provided 1,700 burials last year.
- More -
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Veterans whose discharges are other than dishonorable, their spouses and dependent children may be buried in a national cemetery, regardless of where they live.  No advance reservations are made. VA provides perpetual care, as well as a headstone or marker, a burial flag and a memorial certificate to survivors.

VA operates 121 national cemeteries in 39 states and Puerto Rico.  More than three million Americans, including veterans of every war and conflict -- from the Revolutionary War to the current war in Iraq and Afghanistan-- are buried in VA's national cemeteries.

Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained from national cemetery offices, from the VA Web site on the Internet at http://www.cem.va.gov, or by calling VA regional offices toll-free at 1‑800‑827‑1000.

***
People wishing to receive e-mail from VA with the latest news releases and updated fact sheets can subscribe at the following Internet address: 
http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/opalist_listserv.cfm
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