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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 6, 2002
VA Launches "Faces Behind the File" Program

WASHINGTON – Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi today kicked off "The Faces Behind the File" project when four Pearl Harbor survivors shared their personal experiences of December 7, 1941 with an audience that included VA employees, senior VA officials and national VSO representatives.

"It is important for VA employees to have a sense of connection and rapport with the veterans they serve," said Secretary Principi.  "By listening to these stories, VA employees will gain a better understanding of the sacrifices experienced by each veteran."  

The commemorative program, "Pearl Harbor – I Was There," is the first of a series of events called "The Face Behind the File" project.  The Secretary created the series after an employee suggested programs to familiarize VA employees with the experiences of veterans.

Four veterans who were at Pearl Harbor recounted their experiences with VA employees nationwide on the VA Knowledge Network’s Communication Channel.  Broadcasts will be shown throughout December on VA’s cable network.  

"This program is an opportunity to hear from survivors about events that changed the history of the world, as they describe what happened and the effect that tragic day had on their lives," said Secretary Principi.  "Future programs will focus on other events shaped by our nation’s veterans."

Introductory remarks were given by Secretary Principi and closing remarks by VA Deputy Secretary Leo S. Mackay, Jr., Ph.D.  The four Pearl Harbor survivors were Captain Frank Costagliola, USN (Ret.), Major Kathryn M. Doody, USA (Ret.), Senior Chief Petty Officer Clarence Davis, USN (Ret.), and Mr. Roger Thomas, Navy veteran.
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Captain Costagliola graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1941 and served in the Navy until 1968.  He began his career in the engineering department on the light cruiser USS Phoenix during World War II and was promoted to the main battery officer for the ship’s six-inch guns.  After Pearl Harbor, the Phoenix served with the 7th Fleet and became the flagship for Task Force 75 under Rear Admiral Russell Berkey.  The crew of the Phoenix participated in the battle of Surigao Strait, and the landings on Mindoro, Lingayen Gulf and Borneo.  Only two men were lost throughout the cruiser’s distinguished Pacific tour of duty. 

Major Doody started her military career as a Navy nurse and later transferred to the Army Nurse Corps.  Sworn-in August 1941, she arrived in Pearl Harbor that September.  She was assigned as a surgical nurse to Tripler Army Hospital and treated those wounded during the attack on Pearl Harbor.  Afterward, Doody volunteered for an assignment in a field hospital in Germany, where she earned a Bronze Star Medal.  She also served a tour in South Korea. 

Senior Chief Davis joined the Navy in January 1941 and retired in 1960.  His ship, the USS Medusa, was moored at Pearl City during the Pearl Harbor attack.  Getting the ship underway and braving the heat of the attack, the crew of the Medusa helped bring down two Japanese aircraft.  After Pearl Harbor, the Medusa continued its repair duties to the ships of the 7th Fleet throughout the Pacific and earned a battle star by war’s end.  Davis was present for the signing of the peace treaty in Tokyo Bay.  He has held numerous positions for the Maryland Chapter of the Pearl Harbor Survivor’s Association, including state chairman, president and vice president.

Mr. Thomas served in the Navy from September 1940 to December 1946.  He was the radioman on watch for his squadron at the Naval Air Station at Kaneohe Bay, located five miles from Pearl Harbor, when the attack began.  Thomas is the current state chairman and president for the Maryland Chapter of the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association.  
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People wishing to receive e-mail from VA with the latest news releases and updated fact sheets can subscribe at the following Internet address: 

http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/opalist_listserv.cfm
