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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 3, 2003

VA Honors Racing Legend Richard Petty

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today honored champion racecar driver Richard Petty for his support of veterans and VA activities.

"VA is honored to recognize Richard Petty, admired by millions as the longtime king of stock car racing, for his support of programs benefiting veterans," VA Under Secretary for Health Dr. Robert H. Roswell said.  Roswell presented Petty with the Secretary's Award in recognition of his contributions to VA activities.

Petty has allowed the use of his name and likeness in flyers and posters promoting sales events at VA canteens, the stores and food services operating in VA medical centers to serve veteran patients, visitors, volunteers and caregivers.  In addition, Petty will be a special guest at upcoming VA rehabilitation events that promote accomplishments of disabled veterans through sports and the arts.

Before he retired as a driver at the end of the 1992 season, Petty earned seven wins in the Daytona 500, seven NASCAR Winston Cup championships and a record 200 career race victories.  He owns Petty Enterprises, which fields two NASCAR Winston Cup teams, and continues an active participation in the sport.

While not a veteran himself, he has credited veterans for the freedom that has allowed him to pursue a career in auto racing.  In addition to his support for the VA canteens and special events, he said he hopes to visit VA facilities when possible to boost veterans' spirits.
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