[image: image1.jpg]Office of Public Affairs Washington, DC 20420
Media Relations (202) 273-6000

www.va.gov
Department of
w Veterans Affairs NeWS Rel ease




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 24, 2002
VA Announces Members of Disability Advisory Committee 

WASHINGTON – Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi has named six new members to a panel advising him on Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) programs for veterans with severe disabilities.

"One of government's most important missions is to provide for those whose sacrifice for their country has left them with serious disabilities," Principi said.  "This panel helps ensure VA is doing its best in prosthetics and other special disabilities programs using experts who appreciate the special needs of these veterans."

The Advisory Committee for Prosthetics and Special Disabilities Programs advises VA on services for veterans with spinal cord injury, blindness or vision impairment, loss of extremities or loss of their use, deafness or hearing impairment, and other serious disabilities.  It also coordinates activities in and outside of VA to develop and test prosthetic devices.

Named to the committee are  John E. Derr of Anacortes, Wash.; Robert S. Gailey Jr. of Miami; Dr. Douglas G. Smith of Seattle; Dr. James Leo Green Jr. of St. Petersburg, Fla.; Lee Ann C. Golper of Nashville, Tenn.; and Jeffrey Dolezal of Washington, D.C.

The chairman of the committee is Thomas Miller of Washington, D.C., executive director of Blinded Veterans Association.

- More -

Membership 

VA Advisory Committee for Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs

• Thomas Miller (chairman), Washington.  Executive director, Blinded Veterans Association.

• John E. Derr, Anacortes, Washington.  Chief executive officer, Shared Healthcare Systems Inc.

• Rory A. Cooper, Ph.D., Pittsburgh.  Director, Human Engineering Research Laboratories, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System.

• Jeffrey Dolezal, Washington.  Director of field services, Veterans Benefits Department, Paralyzed Veterans of America.

• Dr. Alberto Esquenazi, Philadelphia.  Director, Gait and Motion Analysis Laboratory, Moss Rehab Hospital.

• Robert S. Gailey Jr., Ph.D., Miami.  Assistant professor, Orthopedic and Rehabilitation, Division of Physical Therapy, University of Miami, and special advisor, Department of Defense.

• Lee Ann C. Golper, Ph.D., Nashville, Tenn.  Associate professor and administrative director for clinical services in speech-language pathology, Vanderbilt University.

• Dr. James Leo Green Jr., St. Petersburg, Fla.  Consumer advocate, former VA national director for rehabilitation and prosthetics and national director of VA Rehabilitation Medicine Service.

• Norman B. Hartnett, Framingham, Mass.  Retired, former chief of staff to Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

• Dr. Robert D. Rondenelli, Kansas City, Kan.  Professor and chairman, Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, University of Kansas Medical Center.

• Dr. Douglas G. Smith, Seattle.  Associate professor of orthopedic surgery, University of Washington; medical director, Amputee Coalition of America.
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• Dr. Margaret G. Stineman, Philadelphia.  Associate Professor, Department of Rehabilitation Medicine and Senior Fellow, Institute on Aging, University of Pennsylvania.

• Jim Wyatt, Philadelphia.  National service officer, Disabled American Veterans.
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People wishing to receive e-mail from VA with the latest news releases and updated fact sheets can subscribe at the following Internet address:

http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/opalist_listserv.cfm
