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VA Names Winners of Olin Teague Award


WASHINGTON -- The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has named an audiologist and a rehabilitation engineering professor as winners of the annual Olin E. Teague Award for their contributions to improving the quality of life of disabled veterans.


Douglas Noffsinger, Ph.D., chief of audiology and speech pathology at the Greater Los Angeles VA Healthcare System, and Rory A. Cooper, Ph.D., director of the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System's National Center of Excellence for Wheelchair and Related Technology, received the awards today in Washington.


The Olin E. Teague Award is named for the late former chairman of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee who was a strong advocate for veterans.

"Dr. Noffsinger and Dr. Cooper are helping us redeem our debt to our veterans," said Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs Leo S. Mackay, Ph.D.  "Without their dedicated research and commitment to education, the physical toll of military service for today's veterans would be even greater."


Noffsinger's award is for 2001.  The presentation had been scheduled for Sept. 12, 2001, but was cancelled.  


Noffsinger led VA's collaboration with national hearing and speech organizations in developing clinical practice guidelines now followed by audiologists in selecting and fitting hearing aids.  His recent research on the effectiveness of electronic circuits in hearing aids is expected to have international impact.  A strong advocate for veterans with hearing loss, Noffsinger developed VA policy to standardize eligibility determinations for and access to treatment.  He is an associate clinical professor of audiology at the University of California at Los Angeles School of Medicine.
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Cooper is a world authority on wheelchair design.  As a 20-year-old Army soldier, he suffered a spinal cord injury in a bicycling accident, then devoted his engineering career to creating better fitting, lighter, more durable wheelchairs.  VA is recognizing him for finding ways to reduce secondary disabilities among wheelchair users and increasing availability of streamlined products through his advocacy. 


A pioneer in wheelchair racing, he developed components to reduce the weight of racing wheelchairs that also helped bring down the weight of non-racing devices.  Cooper won a bronze medal in the 1988 Paralympic Games.  In 1998, Cooper and the University of Pittsburgh's Human Engineering and Research Lab conducted a study of how people use wheelchairs that proved certain positions are healthier than others.  He is chairman and professor of rehabilitation science and technology at the university.  
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