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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 17, 2002

VA Announces Members of Cemetery Advisory Committee

WASHINGTON – Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi has announced the membership of a 12-person committee that will advise him on national cemeteries managed by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), along with VA's grants to state veterans cemeteries and other programs.

"Burial benefits are the last opportunity for a grateful nation to say, 'Thank you,' to the men and women who served in uniform," Principi said.  "The $138 million sought by President Bush in next year's federal budget for VA's national cemeteries reflects the priority placed upon these national shrines."

VA operates 120 national cemeteries with 2.4 million graves and provides grants to support a network of 48 state veterans cemeteries.  Last year, about 58,000 veterans were buried in VA's national cemeteries.  VA also provides headstones and markers worldwide to mark veterans' graves as well as Presidential Memorial Certificates for family members to commemorate a veteran's military service.

The members of VA's advisory panel, formally known as the Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials, will advise Principi on all matters affecting VA's national cemeteries, the grants that support state veterans cemeteries, the creation of additional cemeteries, the adequacy of VA's burial benefits and the maintenance of veterans cemeteries as national shrines.

The committee's members are appointed to terms of one, two or three years.  They hold at least two meetings annually.  

- More -

Membership

Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials

· Percy D. Butler, Atlanta, chairman.  Founder of a financial services organization.  A Vietnam veteran and retired Army warrant officer.

· Nancy T. Norton, Washington, D.C., vice chair.  Business development manager for Navy programs at Raytheon.  Former military legislative assistant to Sen. John Warner.

· Leo P. Burke, Stockton, Calif.  Former national vice commander of the American Legion and past chairman of the California governor's commission on veterans homes.

· Robert L. Cardenas, San Diego, Calif.  A retired Air Force brigadier general, noted test pilot and past chairman of the California governor’s veterans board.

· Roland F. Cinciarelli, Oceanside, Calif.  A retired Marine Corps brigadier general and Vietnam veteran.

· George R. Cramer, Woodridge, Ill.  An Army artilleryman during the Vietnam War and former commander-in-chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

· Cooper T. Holt, Silver Spring, Md.  A World War II veteran of the Pacific theater and past executive director of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

· Mylio S. Kraja, Hattiesburg, Miss.  A Navy veteran of World War II and retired executive director of the American Legion's Washington office.

· Joseph J. Martory, Miami.  A naval veteran of the Vietnam War and chairman of the State of Florida Commission on Veterans' Affairs.

· Robert G. Moorehead, Indianapolis.  Retired major general in the Army National Guard and vice chair for National Guard and Reserve Affairs, Association of the United States Army.

· Margaret Murphy Peterson, Remsen, N.Y.  Member of the national board of directors for Gold Star Wives of America and widow of a soldier killed during the Vietnam War.

· Benedict J. Spadaro, Bronxville, N.Y.  An Air Force veteran of World War II and disabled veteran; former member of VA’s Veterans Rehabilitation Committee.
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