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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 8, 2005
VA Launches Hurricane Katrina Blog

Employees Share Tales of Survival, Hope From Disaster Zone

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs Thursday launched an employee blog on VA’s Hurricane Katrina website.

The blog includes stories from VA employees in and around the disaster left in the wake of Hurricane Katrina and brings into sharp relief the experience of those who survived the storm and those who helped them.  A few samples from the blog include:

“He was hunkered down under a four-foot tall pile of debris that minutes before had been part of an apartment complex with a view of glittering gambling boats and the gentle ebb and flow of the Mississippi Sound. . . .”

“Another veteran was an inpatient for back surgery at the New Orleans VA Medical Center when the hurricane hit.  He reports it was hot, so they opened the windows, and he could hear gunfire so heavy outside the VA that he thought it was a war zone. . . . VA is going to take care of me. . . ."
“He had other medical problems as well, including heart disease and diabetes.  But his biggest concern was finding his wife. . . . ."
The blog is the latest component of VA’s Hurricane Katrina website, designed to provide information to veterans, family members and VA employees affected by the disaster.  

The website includes comprehensive information on VA hospital and health care facilities, information links to locate veterans evacuated to different VA medical centers, updates on veterans benefits and operations at VA’s national cemeteries.  Since its launch on September 2, the day before the Labor Day Holiday, the website has received more than 40,000 visits.
- More -

Katrina Blog  2/2/2/2
The URL for the VA Hurricane Katrina Blog is: http://www1.va.gov/opa/katrina/story/.
The blog and other information on the Hurricane Katrina website can also be accessed directly from the main VA homepage at www.va.gov
#   #   #
People wishing to receive e-mail from VA with the latest news releases and updated fact sheets can subscribe at the following Internet address:

http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/opalist_listserv.cfm
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