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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 13, 2003
VA Urges "Thank You" Signatures

WASHINGTON – Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi has urged Americans to sign a special "Thank You Note" to the men and women of the U.S. military.  The note is available on the Internet at a site -- www.defendamerica.mil -- maintained by the Department of Defense.

"Whether deployed to the Middle East, serving shipboard in the Indian Ocean or supporting operations at hundreds of facilities around the world, the men and women of our armed services need to know that we understand – and value – their contributions to the security of our nation and the well-being of every American," Principi said.

About 4.5 million Americans have already visited the DoD web-site on the Internet, where they signed a simple message: "Dear member of the U.S. military: Thank you for defending our freedom."  

"The Department of Veterans Affairs stands ready to assist our newly deployed troops with a wide range of programs and services when they return home," Principi said. "We all pray that will be soon."

DefendAmerica.mil is the Defense Department's official Web site for news on the war on terrorism.  The site provides coverage of top national security leaders, while featuring up-to-date photographs, information on weapons and equipment, personality profiles and human-interest features. 

DefendAmerica.mil's online thank-you note was posted in May 2002, which was Military Appreciation Month.

#   #   #

People wishing to receive e-mail from VA with the latest news releases and updated fact sheets can subscribe at the following Internet address:

http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/opalist_listserv.cfm
