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VA Taps Former Top Air Force Lawyer To Improve Regulations

WASHINGTON - - Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi recently selected retired Major General William A. Moorman, formerly the Judge Advocate General of the Air Force, to lead the review of all VA regulations to make them more user-friendly for veterans, veterans service organization representatives and personnel of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).

"I am very pleased to welcome General Moorman to the VA team.  And I'm gratified by his enthusiasm for this challenging, but much needed and long overdue effort to rewrite our regulations," said Principi. "His efforts will directly benefit VA's ability to provide the world-class service that veterans deserve."

In addition to sorting out what the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims called a "confusing tapestry" of regulations, General Moorman's group will also establish and manage a more standardized, efficient and open process to develop new regulations within VA.

“I cannot imagine a place where I would rather be than VA, where everyone’s focus is to support veterans and their families,” Moorman said. "There is a lot of work yet to be done, but we have a highly motivated team making great progress on Secretary Principi’s initiative.”

Reviewers are working to improve the clarity of the regulations to make them more veteran-friendly and to promote more consistency in the adjudication of claims.

The review and rewrite process has begun.  The initial review of the regulations governing veterans' and their families' entitlement to compensation and pension benefits is scheduled to be done by Sept 1.  The rewrite project for compensation and pension regulations is expected to take about two more years to complete.

- More -
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Moorman replaces Major General Walt Huffman, retired Army Judge Advocate General, who began the effort to transform the VA regulations.

 “Both Generals Huffman and Moorman were attracted to this huge project by its potential for direct benefit to veterans and their families," said Tim McClain, VA General Counsel.  "VA is fortunate to have had the top military lawyers from the Army and Air Force to head this exciting and challenging undertaking.”
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