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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 14, 2002

VA National Cemeteries To Be Maintained as Shrines

WASHINGTON -- An initiative to maintain Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) national cemeteries in a manner befitting "national shrines" received a boost in funding in this year's congressional appropriations and is expected to continue under VA's budget request for 2003.  

VA's 2002 budget provides $10 million in contract funding for gravesite renovation, plus realigning and cleaning of headstones and markers at six national cemeteries in New York, California, Oregon, Texas, Tennessee and Wisconsin.

"The pace of burials in our national cemeteries is increasing.  Quality maintenance of more gravesites has become a bigger part of our strategic plans as we strive to make the appearance of these hallowed grounds fitting tributes to the sacrifices of veterans," said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi.  "These efforts are visible proof of VA's determination that our national cemeteries rank among the best in the world." 

The $10 million for 2002 doubles the amount made available last year that produced dramatic improvements in appearance at four cemeteries, Principi said.  VA officials say a cemetery's age, climate, burial rates and other factors affect maintenance requirements.  
Last year's funds were used to raise, realign and clean 170,000 upright headstones and flat grave markers and to perform other gravesite repairs at Long Island (N.Y.), Golden Gate (San Bruno, Calif.), Fort Sam Houston (San Antonio, Texas) and Willamette (Portland, Ore.) national cemeteries.  Some of FY 2002 funds will be used to complete that work.  

- More -

Shrine Commitment for VA Cemeteries 2/2/2
Long Island National Cemetery has received $3.3 million to raise, realign and clean 80,000 headstones this year, following last year's repairs on 40,500 headstones.

Golden Gate National Cemetery received nearly $2 million to renovate 90,000 gravesites this year.  With last year's funding, 100,000 grave markers were raised, cleaned or realigned.  

Willamette National Cemetery has received $997,000 to raise, realign and clean 10,600 flat grave markers and renovate the gravesites.  Last year, the cemetery improved 20,400 gravesites and their associated markers. 

Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery received $1.9 million this year for work on more than 41,000 headstones and markers and renovation of more than 5,500 gravesites.  Last year, the cemetery received $293,000 to raise, realign and clean 10,000 headstones.  

Newly funded this year are the Memphis and the Wood (Milwaukee,Wis.) national cemeteries.  Memphis National Cemetery received $935,000 to raise, realign and clean 37,000 headstones.  Wood National Cemetery received $771,000 for the same work on 17,000 headstones and renovation of nearly as many gravesites.

VA oversees 120 national cemeteries.

Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained from national cemetery offices, from VA web sites on the Internet at http://www.va.gov or http://www.cem.va.gov or by calling VA regional offices toll-free on 1-800-827-1000.
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