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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 13, 2007
Veterans Remembered with Holiday Wreaths at VA National Cemeteries
WASHINGTON – Holiday wreaths will be placed in remembrance at Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) national cemeteries across the nation Saturday, Dec. 15.  
“This generous and heartfelt gesture of remembering and honoring our veterans during the holiday season is proof that Americans cherish the service and sacrifices of these heroes,” said Acting Secretary of Veterans Affairs Gordon H. Mansfield. 
This is the second year the Worcester Wreath Company of Harrington, Maine, has sent holiday wreaths to VA national cemeteries and state veterans cemeteries to display in a nationwide tribute to veterans, called “Wreaths Across America.”   It is the 16th year the company has sent holiday wreaths to Arlington National Cemetery. 
 Again this year, the Civil Air Patrol organized the wreath-laying ceremonies with assistance from local veterans organizations.  All 125 VA national cemeteries received seven wreaths, one for each service branch, one for prisoners and missing in war, and one for merchant mariners.  Many veterans cemeteries will receive additional wreaths for gravesite display from local public donations.
The wreaths are made and decorated by the employees of Worcester Wreath Company.  Company President Morrill Worcester said he wanted to recognize veterans, active duty military and their families, and through these ceremonies to remind the public to honor veterans for their service and teach children the value of freedom.
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