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For Immediate Release
Denver Counts Down for
National Veterans Wheelchair Games in 2010
Denver – July 20, 2009 – Denver, the Mile High City, will host one of the most vigorous and spirited athletic competitions in the world next July.  More than 500 wheelchair athletes from across the United States, Puerto Rico and Great Britain will be coming to Denver July 4-9, 2010, to compete in the 30th National Veterans Wheelchair Games.

The Games, presented each year by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed Veterans), are open to all U.S. military veterans who use wheelchairs for sports competition because of spinal cord injuries, certain neurological conditions, amputations or other mobility impairments.  The 2010 Games will be co-hosted by the VA Eastern Colorado Health Care System and the Mountain States Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans (MSCPVA).

According to Amanda Eckman, local coordinator for the 2010 Games, the event will have an estimated economic impact of $3 million to the Denver area, with the participation or more than 4,000 people including athletes, coaches, sports officials, support staff and volunteers.  The event will require more than 3,000 volunteers alone.  Volunteer assignments include serving as greeters, setting up venues, assisting with meals and transportation, or helping the athletes get ready to compete.

Competitive events will be held at the Colorado Convention Center and other venues in and around Denver.  The 2010 Games will include competitions in 17 different events including track, swimming, basketball, weightlifting, softball, field events, quad rugby, air guns, archery, nine-ball, bowling, table tennis, wheelchair slalom, handcycling, power soccer, trapshooting, and a motorized wheelchair rally.  Kayaking will be offered as an exhibition event.  

In addition to the competitions and the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, the Games will also include a variety of other events, such as a Games Kick-off the first day, where experienced wheelchair athletes will challenge local officials and celebrities to a spirited demonstration game.  “Kids Day at the Games,” is another special activity where local children with disabilities interact with the athletes, participate in sports events and watch the veterans compete.  The public is invited to attend the sports competitions at the Games, as well as the Opening and Closing Ceremonies.  Admission is free to all competitions and the Opening Ceremony.

The theme for the 2010 Games – “Games with Heart A Mile High,” reflects the character of the city.  The Games are an exciting combination of competition, camaraderie and courage.  The theme honors the athletes’ competitive character while recognizing the emotion that is involved.
“Hundreds of employees at the VA Eastern Colorado Health Care System are already working hard to present an outstanding event to our nation’s veterans next year,” said Lynette Roff, Director of the facility.  “We are especially thrilled to be able to bring this amazing event to Denver, and know that the city and its residents will embrace the courage and determination shown by these athletes. Just watching them in action is an experience you can never forget.”

“MSCPVA is excited to serve as the co-host for the 2010-30th Annual National Veterans Wheelchair Games in Denver next year,” said Mark E. Shepherd, Sr., Executive Director of MSCPVA.  “It will be a spectacular event that will provide the city of Denver with an experience of a lifetime and a ‘thank you’ to all our veterans who have given so much in service to our country.”

Wheelchair sports promote rehabilitation and wellness through rigorous sports competition.  For many newly injured veterans, this event is the first exposure to wheelchair sports.  The Games offer that veteran an opportunity to meet and learn from more experienced wheelchair athletes.  Many say that the camaraderie of fellow veterans sharing their experiences is as valuable to them as the competition.

More information about sponsorship and volunteer opportunities for the 2010 Games, call Amanda Eckman at (720) 201-0455; or email amanda.eckman@va.gov. Or, visit the Games Web site at www.wheelchairgames.va.gov.

-End-

About VA: The Department of Veterans Affairs is a world leader in rehabilitation, with recreations therapy programs at each of its medical facilities.  VA’s goal is to provide excellence in patient care, veterans’ benefits and customer satisfaction.  VA employees continue to offer their dedication and commitment to help veterans get the services they have earned.  To learn about VA and programs for veterans, visit VA’s web site at www.va.gov.

About Paralyzed Veterans of America: Sixty-three years ago, Paralyzed Veterans of America was founded by a band of spinal cord injured service members who returned home from World War II to a grateful nation, but also to a world with few solutions to the challenges they faced. These veterans from the “Greatest Generation” made a decision not just to live, but to live with dignity as contributors to society. They created an organization dedicated to veterans’ service, medical research and civil rights for people with disabilities. And for more than six decades, Paralyzed Veterans of America and its 34 chapters have been working to create an America where all veterans and people with disabilities, and their families, have everything they need to thrive. (www.pva.org).
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