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Friday, October10, 2008, 1:30 – 3:00pm
F10: Expanding Responsibilities for the Research Compliance Officer (RCO): How the RCO Can Assist with Compliance in Animal Welfare and Research Laboratory Safety and Security
Moderator: Susan Harper, DVM, MS, dACLAM, dACVPM
Knowledge level:  All Levels

Description: This session serves as an introduction to oversight and compliance monitoring of research programs involving live animals and/or hazardous materials.  These areas of research have specific and often complex regulatory requirements as well as other unique issues that can present challenges to individuals not familiar with these types of programs.  Our faculty will provide an overview of major regulations and policies, including those of the Animal Welfare Act, the Public Health Service, the OSHA, and the CDC. Basic program evaluation and review techniques will be discussed, as will common findings during program reviews and best practices to improve not only compliance, but the overall quality of the program. 

Objective:

1. Participants will be able to better define the emerging role of the RCO in the area of animal welfare and research laboratory safety and security.

2.  Participants will be provided with tools and ideas to assist them in accomplishing their daily and monthly job requirements.

3. Participants will be provided a networking opportunity to meet other RCOs with similar responsibilities allowing discussion of “What we do” and “How we do it”.
Speakers:

Douglas Bannerman, Ph.D., Health Science Specialist, VA Office of Research Oversight (ORO) Central Office – Doug.Bannerman@va.gov 

Michael Fallon, D.V.M., Ph.D., Chief Veterinary Medical Officer, VA Office of Research and Development – Michael.Fallon@va.gov 

Susan Harper, D.V.M., Associate Director, VA Office of Research Oversight (ORO) Central Office – Susan.Harper2@va.gov 

James Trout, Ph.D., Health Science Specialist, VA Office of Research Oversight (ORO) Central Office – James.Trout@va.gov
Friday, October 10, 2008, 3:30 – 5:00pm

F22: Veterans Health Administration Research Facilities That Use Affiliates’ Committees:  Making Relationships Work
Moderator: David Miller, PhD, FAClinP
Knowledge level:  All Levels

Description: Healthcare facilities within the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) have a long history of collaboration with academic affiliates for medical training, specialty healthcare contracts, and medical research. Collaboration in medical research requires a close working relationship, especially when the academic affiliate serves as the Institutional Review Board (IRB) for the VA facility. The VA imposes additional requirements for the affiliate including IRB membership, external accreditation, and data security requirements. The current session will examine the strengths and challenges for the VA/affiliate relationship in an era of increasing regulatory burden.

Objectives:
1. Participants will be able to delineate the major advantages and disadvantages related to VHA healthcare systems and academic affiliates.
2. Participants will be familiar with major elements related to development and implementation of MOU with affiliate.
3. Participants will be able to discuss advantages and disadvantages to joint compliance reviews.
Speakers: 
Lesa Gann, RN, Research Compliance Officer, Central Arkansas Veterans Affairs Health Care System (VAHCS)
Beth Gibbs, RN, Research Assurance and Compliance Officer, VISN 7, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
Ward Hobbs, MA, MS, CCRC, Research Compliance Officer, Atlanta Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC)
Sarah Putney, JD, Institutional Review Board Coordinator, Emory University
