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1. The attached Naticnal Pain Management Strategy outlines a comprehensive,
integrated approach to pain management and launches a systematic new
initiative far VHA.

2. Pain management has been identified as a significant problem everywhers in
American healthcare. Recent studies indicate that 20% to 30°% of the population
annually suffers from acute and/or chronic pain.

3. The knowledge and techniques to control most pain are known, but they are
often not appiied effectively. Proactive, aggressive management of both acuts
and chronic pain is universally recognized as an essential compeonent of
healthcare; however, substantial evidencs indicates that neither acute nor
chronic pain is managed adequately within most U.S. healthcars systems. [tis
essential that VHA develop a systematic approach to pain management that
assures that pain is recognized and treated promptly. Mo patient in the veterans
healthcare system should suffer praventable pain.

4. A national coordinating committee co-chaired by Gerard Ozanne, MD,
Anesthasiologist at San Fransiseo VA Medical Center and Bennia Ryan, AN,
Chief VA Home and Community-Based Care at VA, Headquarters will be charged
with the coordination and implementation of the VHA National Fain Management
Stratagy. We will be requesting participation from individuals i the field to serva
on the committee and cn a varety of wark groups,

5. Each Veterans Integrated Service Netwark (VISN) is requested to identify an
individual as the point of contact (POG) for the National Pain Management
Strategy. The VISN POC will be responsible for disseminating information from
the committee to appropriate individuals within the VISM, and for communicating
VISN issues to the committee. Flease fax complete contact information far your
designated POC to Bannie Ryan at 202-273-9131 by December 1.

6. This strategy and the on-gaing work of the cao rdinating committee shall be
used to guide the development of local policies related to pain managament,
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