Chiropractors are deemed diagnosticians in every state via scope of practice laws.  Chiropractors are trained to identify serious healthcare issues that would cause them to refer a patient to a primary care provider for health issues that chiropractors are not trained to address.  Most patients seek chiropractic care for pain management, especially lower back pain.  The data suggests that chiropractic care is less invasive and less costly than physician interventions for these types of presenting problems.

VA health care costs will be greater if the VA develops access to chiropractic care through a PCP.   Washington state has some compelling statistics about lack of referrals to non-physician healthcare practitioners when a PCP is managing care.  Washington healthcare law demands access to coverage for every licensed healthcare practitioner in the states.  Nationally, when patients have the right to choose their healthcare practitioner, use of alternative medicine is between 30 and 50%.  In Washington, when MDs controlled access to alternative medicine, the use rates were less than 3%.  I believe that a class action lawsuit was settled in Washington with a Blue Cross/Blue Shield plan based on lack of access to alternative medicine in their plan benefits.  Chiropractic care is the most frequently used form of alternative healthcare.

If you would like access to more precise data, our firm would be happy to consult with the VA to help them develop the most effective use of chiropractic care.   We maintain a database that helps organizations understand the scope of practice legal variances that would affect VA coverage issues by state.
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