August 26, 2003
 

 

I have become aware of the fact that public comments are being accepted by the V.A. Chiropractic Advisory Committee.  I appreciate this opportunity to submit comments.
 

Educational Requirement
 

A well thought out assessment of the issues involving chiropractic education and accreditation.  I agree and fully support the recommendations that will not exclude experienced doctors of chiropractic because of variations in the accreditation of chiropractic schools in the past.  I am a 1963 graduate.
 

Miniumum Privileges
 

With all of the science and research documenting the value of thermography and SEMG, it seems that not to include the procedures would be more of a case of intentional commission than one of omission.
 

Access to chiropractic care
 

This is an issue that was reviewed by the White House Commission on Complementary and Alternative Medicine Policy looked at closely.  I served on that body and feel that the V.A.Advisory Committee review the topic of Access to Care as published by the WHCCAMP and reconsider using medical doctors as gatekeepers.
 

The American public has direct access to chiropractic care and to require veterans to utilize medical gatekeepers is a gross injustice and discriminatory hurdle to services.
 

Medical doctors have NO training in determining whether a patient is subluxated and/or in need of chiropractic care.  I would not ask my dentist if I needed orthotics and I would not ask my MD if I needed a spinal adjustment.  Most denials of care would be based on ignorance, if not anti-chiropractic bias.  Either way, the veteran suffers yet again.
 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.
 

Veronica Gutierrez, D.C.
P. O. Box 3069
Arlington, WA. 98223
 

 

 

 

