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I suppose the first order of business is identify myself, so you can assess the source of my input.  I am a navy veteran and have been in practice as a chiropractic doctor for over 20 years.  I sit on the Board of Regents at Southern California University of Health Sciences, I have taught technique courses for spine AND EXTREMITY adjusting procedures, and I treat professional athletes.  I also receive some care from the veteran's hospital at Long Beach.

There should be a strong consideration given to two areas of implementation of chiropractic treatment.  As you know, this course of care can be both brief and protracted.  Chronic recurring spine and extremity condition that are not surgically treatable with respond and improve with the correct chiropractic regimen.  However, they probably WON'T resolve completely unless the regimen is coupled with physical rehabilitation and exercise, best done under supervision for the first 90 days or so.  This falls under protracted care.   A bad lifting strain/sprain injury can resolve in 2-4 weeks with the correct chiropractic regimen.  However, if the implementation of treatment is delayed,  this simple injury can become a long, drawn-out treatment nightmare.  This example shows brief care regimen versus a protracted one.

Therefore, a good implementation model could be:  1) a chiropractic physician on the primary care staff to assist with intake of musculoskeletal complaints, and/or 2)  a "back pain/neck pain" clinic with both medical and chiropractic practitioners working together to evaluate and treat complaints.

Another consideration may be to include demonstrations of chiropractic treatment for the hospital staff and doctors to assist them in making better decisions about recommending or advising against chiropractic regimens.  Knowledge is, as you know, one the best factors of good patient care, and I truly hope that veterans receive the best care possible.

Please consider responding to me with any questions, as I am willing to help you in any way.

Sincerely,

Ward J. Henry, D.C., QME

