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Present:

Reed Phillips, DC, PhD, Chair                Charles E. DuVall, Jr., DC

Leona M. Fischer, DC 


Warren A. Jones, MD 

Michael S. McLean, DC


Rick A. McMichael, DC

Brian P. Murphy, MPT


Michael K. Murphy, DO 

Michael J. O’Rourke                                Paul G. Shekelle, MD, PhD

Cynthia S. Vaughn, DC

Sara McVicker, RN, MN, Committee Manager and Designated Federal Official

The meeting was held in the 7th floor conference room of the American Legion Building, 1608 K Street, Washington, DC.  

Dr. Phillips called the meeting to order at 2:08 p.m., Tuesday, December 2, 2003.  

Mr. Donald Mooney, Assistant Director for Resource Development, American Legion, welcomed the Committee to the American Legion building. He gave the Committee copies of the resolution supporting the inclusion of chiropractic care in VA health care that was passed by the American Legion at their 1950 national convention.

Ms. McVicker requested that Committee members provide any necessary updates/changes to their biographies for posting on the Committee’s web site.

Ms. McVicker also informed the Committee that the Committee’s charter had been submitted for the routine every two year renewal. The renewal will be in effect until the Committee sunsets on December 31, 2004 as legislated in P. L 107-135.

The Committee discussed their site visit to the Washington, DC VA Medical Center.  Items of special interest were the computerized medical record system, safety initiatives VA has initiated, and the technological resources available for staff education.  Concern was expressed over resource limitations that might place caps on the number of employees and lead VA to rely more heavily on contract chiropractors rather than appointing them as employees.  Concern was also expressed over current demand driving placement of the doctors of chiropractic at VA sites.  A thank you letter will be sent to Mr. Garfunkel on behalf of the Committee.

Ms. Terry Fox provided a briefing on the Employee Education System (EES) and VA Learning University.  She informed the Committee that the role of EES is to support the Department’s goals as identified in the strategic plan.  Staff includes experts in instructional design, media, graphic arts, and web design as well as educators.  Patient education is generally locally produced or purchased.  EES may provide graphic and design assistance and has personnel skilled at reviewing materials for reading level. The Center for Patient Health Education is an advisory group based in St. Louis that focuses on training VHA personnel to educate patients.  Ms. Fox discussed the difference between providing information and providing education. Ms. Fox also discussed the multiple modalities available to EES but emphasized that they prefer clients to come to them with goals and objectives for the educational result rather than focusing on a modality.

Ms. McVicker reported that she had received the draft report of the occupational study and had forwarded it to the Committee for review and input.  She asked that all comments be submitted to her no later than December 16th.  She asked the Committee members not to release the draft report to anyone. She emphasized that the report was being shared with them as a courtesy to obtain their input but approval of the final product is an internal VA matter and not within the charge of the Committee. 

Ms. McVicker reported that the Committee’s recommendations were under review within VA and that a response would be forthcoming.

The Committee confirmed the following meeting dates:  March 30-31, 2004; July 13-14, 2004; October 19-20, 2004.

Ms. McVicker reported that S. 1156 which contains the amendment to Title 38 to provide for the full-time appointment of doctors of chiropractic in the Department of Veterans Affairs, has passed both the Senate and the House of Representatives and has been sent to the President for signature. She provided copies of the legislation and a copy of the pertinent parts of Chapter 74, Title 38 annotated to indicate the changes that would be made as a result of the legislation.  She explained the differences from the previously introduced legislation (H.R. 2357) and the final bill. In several places, rather than specify medical and chiropractic care, the term “health care” was used. Although S.1156 does not include chiropractors in Section 7406: Residencies and internships, such appointments are possible under Section 7405(a)(1)(D). Residencies and internships for podiatrists and optometrists are handled under this authority.

The Committee discussed orientation and training for doctors of chiropractic joining VA. The table of contents of the VA Employee Handbook was distributed and the content all new employees receive was discussed.  As much of new employee orientation consists of a new employee being “buddied” with an experienced employee for on-the job orientation, and there will not be any current DCs to assist, the need for assigning a “buddy” or mentor for the new DCs was identified as an important item.  Working within the VA system and JCAHO expectations were identified as subjects that may need special attention. It was suggested that the new DCs should have an e-mail mail distribution list to facilitate communication and sharing among themselves.  The Committee believes strongly that the success of the first hires is crucial to the success of the program.

The Committee next discussed the training for VA providers as mandated in P.L. 107-135.  The extent of the training necessary for program implementation was discussed including various audiences, type of information necessary for each and standardization of information with ability to customize for local variations.  The importance of leadership commitment from VISN and facility leaders was discussed.  Ms. McVicker distributed a new publication from the National Center or Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM).  The members of the Committee will review the reference list to identify a few that would be appropriate to provide to VA providers.  

The Committee also discussed patient education and it was suggested that the same NCCAM information could be modified for use by VA.  Dissemination of information on availability of chiropractic care was discussed, including inclusion in the Transition Assistance Program information on the VA health benefits package. The chiropractic members of the Committee will review and develop suggested content for the rest of the Committee to review.   

The Committee discussed the agenda for the next meeting. Ms. McVicker will draft and circulate the education recommendations based on the Committee’s discussions. She will also provide copies of the current national performance measures/monitors. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm.

Sara J. McVicker, RN, MN

Committee Manager and Designated Federal Official 

Reed B. Phillips, DC, PhD

Chair
Materials provided to the Committee 

Agenda for meeting

Ground Rules for Committee

Copy of VA brochure: Patients Rights and Responsibilities
Copy of H.R. S. 1156 as passed by Senate and House of Representatives

Copy of Chapter 74, title 38, annotated to reflect amendments in S.1156

Updated Committee work plan

Draft work plans for discussing recommendations on education for DCs, current employees, and patients

Table of Contents of VA Employee Handbook

Handout from WLAVAMC regarding influenza immunization campaign

Handout of powerpoint presentation on Employee Education System (EES)

Handout with EES critical focus areas and EES information folder

NCCAM Chiropractic Fact sheet

PAGE  
4

