Dear Sara McVicker,
 

I am an Oregon Chiropractor licensed for 15 years.  I am opposed to a "medical gatekeeper/referral" system for chiropractic access within the VA system.

 

Historically, a "gatekeeper" system has been used as a tactic to control, ration and even eliminate patient access to chiropractic care.  It basically puts M.D.'s, who are untrained and unqualified (and who are on record as being resistant to chiropractic), in charge of patients trying to gain access to chiropractic care.

 

Also, historically, medicine dissuaded patients from going to chiropractors under the guise of "quackery."  Once chiropractic fulfilled the state and federal educational requirements to become "physicians," medicine continued it's competition/elimination campaign through this very "gatekeeper/referral" tactic.

 

Please consider whether the average M.D. is even qualified to conduct a competent musculo-skeletal physical examination in order to determine the need for chiropractic care!  There needs to be agreement and standardization as to what examination findings would be necessary in order to objectively determine the need for chiropractic care (rather than just relying on the M.D.'s personal opinion or bias as to whether he/she "thinks" his/her patient should see a chiropractor).  M.D.'s would, in essence, have to become chiropractic experts!  (which we know they have no time to do)

 

Also, please consider the financial considerations.  Has medicine proven itself to be cost effective or fiscally sound?  This country appears to be on the verge of a medical/insurance fiscal crisis!  To implement chiropractic and then force prospective chiropractic patients (or past and present chiropractic patients) to go to a medical doctor first, just doesn't make sound fiscal sense.  The doctors will still run all of the expensive diagnostic tests prior to referring for chiropractic care.  No cost savings there!!

 

So, please consider letting chiropractic stand on it's own merits within the VA system.

 

Thank you Sara McVicker.

 

Robert M. Richards, D.C.

2184 Broadway

North Bend, Oregon 97459

