Dr. Vicker,

     Many Chiropractors have great knowledge of the articulations of the body, primarily the spine.  With all due respect to their Medical Counterparts, I feel that many of them lack the knowledge of spinal anatomy and bio-mechanics that most chiropractors have.  

     As a former Airmen from 1996-2000, I worked on F-16 fighter aircraft. In 1998 I was injured on the job and sent to the base hospital.  The medical doctor's offered me 800mg motrin, hot packs, and Physical Therapy.  

     After 4 weeks of no results (in fact the hot pack and PT made me feel worse) I decided to try a chiropractor I had seen in town.  I was desperate and would have to pay for chiropractic out of my own pocket (at the time I was an E-3 with a new child and money was tight).

     In short, I felt instant results and was very at ease with this chiropractor; because, he quite obviously knew much more about the musculo-skeletal system as it pertained to my condition than either the M.D. or P.T. 

     I only wish that I could have had the CHOICE to see a chiropractor on base.  To allow an MD to decide if a patient is suitable for chiropractic is analogous to allowing a pharmacist to dictate medication prescription to an MD. 

     Although, the pharmacist is very knowledgeable and can give the MD useful information such as possible drug interactions.  The pharmacist does not understand medicine as a whole,.  Just as a MEDICAL DOCTOR cannot fully understand how a DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC is different in his approach to health care.

    In the end, it is all about choice for our military and veterans.  Many enlisted personnel have college degrees and are highly educated.  If they so choose, they deserve an opportunity to make their own decisions about their own health care.  Thank you for reading and considering my comments.

Sincerly,

David Sheitelman

veteran and current chiropractic student, thanks to a positive experience while on active duty.

