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PUBLIC COMMENTS— World Chiropractic Alliance

I am honored to be given this opportunity to submit comments to the Chiropractic Advisory Committee.  

I am Terry A. Rondberg, D.C., president of the World Chiropractic Alliance, a non-profit organization representing doctors of chiropractic throughout the U.S. and in numerous nations worldwide. The WCA is recognized as a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) with the Department of Public Information of the United Nations. I also serve as publisher of The Chiropractic Journal and the Journal of Vertebral Subluxation Research. 

As such, I speak on behalf of the members of the WCA and of doctors of chiropractic around the world. 

The incorporation of chiropractic services into the VA health care system is an important step toward providing our veterans with a more complete array of beneficial health care options. As a drug-free alternative to medical treatment, chiropractic offers an approach to optimizing health and wellness that has been proven to be effective and cost-efficient in many cases. 

The recommendations of greatest importance and interest to most doctors of chiropractic are those which impact the way in which chiropractic is made available to VA patients, and the services which D.C.s can provide. Therefore, I will restrict my comments to those areas and trust that the Committee will rely on comments from such experts as Dr. Christopher Kent for scientific and technical issues. 

EDUCATION REQUIREMENT

The World Chiropractic Alliance concurs completely with the Committee’s assessment of the issues involving chiropractic education and accreditation and we fully support the Committee’s recommendations regarding the acceptance of a “broader education standard that will not exclude experienced doctors of chiropractic because of variations in the accreditation of chiropractic schools in the past.” 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE

We applaud the Veterans Affairs Chiropractic Advisory Committee for its carefully and properly worded recommendation on the chiropractic scope of practice. The recognition of the detection and correction of vertebral subluxation as an integral part of the chiropractic purpose is of utmost importance. As the only health care professionals trained and experienced in this unique practice objective, the inclusion of subluxation correction underscores the unique contribution of chiropractic, and ensures that D.C.s do not duplicate the medical services already provided by M.D.s and other practitioners in the VA system.

MINIMUM PRIVILEGES

The World Chiropractic Alliance agrees with the two members of the Committee who recommended that surface electromyography and thermography be added to the list of privileges (Comment, page 8, line 19). These procedures are well accepted in the profession and constitute appropriate chiropractic procedures.

ACCESS TO CHIROPRACTIC CARE

We vehemently oppose the use of medical gatekeepers to control access to chiropractic services. The American public has the freedom to choose chiropractors without referral by M.D.s; our veterans deserve that same right.  As the committee correctly points out, anti-chiropractic bias still exists among some M.D.s, and a patient’s right to have access to D.C.s would ultimately be determined by the personal prejudices of his or her medical provider. 

Requiring a medical referral to a D.C. would also be inappropriate since M.D.s receive no training in the detection or correction of vertebral subluxation, which is specifically mentioned under the chiropractic Scope of Practice. It would be impracticable to give M.D.s the responsibility of determining the appropriateness of chiropractic care when they have no training or experience in analyzing the subluxation complex.

