I would like to comment on the acceptance of the Council on Chiropractic Practice's Clinical Guideline Number One: Vertebral Subluxation in Chiropractic Practice, as an acceptable standard of care within the VA system.
 
The CCP Guidelines are the only scientifically referenced guidelines included in the National Guideline Clearinghouse. The NGC is sponsored by the U.S. Agency for Health Care Research & Quality and is in partnership with the American Medical Association and the American Association of Health Plans.  Their mission is as follows: 
 
The NGC mission is to provide physicians, nurses, and other health professionals, health care providers, health plans, integrated delivery systems, purchasers and others an accessible mechanism for obtaining objective, detailed information on clinical practice guidelines and to further their dissemination, implementation and use.
 
The AHRQ contracts with ECRI, a nonprofit health services research agency, to perform the technical work for the NGC. ECRI is an international nonprofit health services research agency and a Collaborating Center of the World Health Organization. In November of 1998, following review by ECRI, the CCP Guidelines were accepted for inclusion within the National Guideline Clearinghouse and are presently the only chiropractic guidelines listed by the NGC.  

 

The “Mercy Guidelines” were once listed but were later removed from this site.  I am not suggesting that the CCP Guidelines be the only guidelines accepted by the VA but merely advocating that they be included as an acceptable standard of care within the VA system. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.   
 
Terry A. Rondberg, DC
President, World Chiropractic Alliance
