I am a licensed doctor of chiropractic for 22 years. I

still love practicing and appreciate this opportunity

to submit comments to the Chiropractic Advisory

Committee.  

Please re-think the potential harm to both patient and

doctor in instituting medical gatekeepers to control

access to chiropractic services. 

Each and every DC is trained in exclusionary

differential diagnosis and is therefore granted

"portal of entry" status (the highly resopnsible

capacity to evaluate the patient's overall condition

with a full appreciation of the value of both medical

intervention and chiropractic care).

I respectfully point out that my medical brethren's

education affords no such balanced means of

understanding, much less identifying, the subluxation

complex in those who come to their "portal of entry".

I purposefully leave out of the notion that there

might acutally be an anti-chiropractic bias present in

the education and socializing of these would-be

gatekeepers.

Let me emphasize one final time the level of injustice

that this change would set in motion.

I agree with the Committee's assessment of the issues

involving chiropractic education and accreditation and

fully support the Committee's 

recommendations regarding the acceptance of a "broader

education standard that will not exclude experienced

doctors of chiropractic because of 

variations in the accreditation of chiropractic

schools in the past."  

The only health care professionals trained and

experienced in this unique practice objective, the

inclusion of 

subluxation correction underscores the unique

contribution of chiropractic, and ensures that D.C.s

do not duplicate the medical services already provided

by MD's and other practitioners in the VA system.

I disagree with the two members of the Committee who

recommended that surface electromyography and

thermography be added to the list of 

privileges (Comment, page 8, line 19). 

All the matters in this set of changes are, of course,

important, but the potential for harm is, in my

opinion, greatest in the matter of gatekeepers and I

pray that you give it your most  

responsible consideration.

With highest regards

Bill Walsh, DC

Bkln, NY

