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May 14, 2004

I am very pleased to confirm the appointment of Dr. Geoffrey (Geff) McCarthy, as VISN 20’s new Chief Medical Officer (CMO).  

Dr. McCarthy joins us from the VA Medical Center, Albany, New York, where he has served as the Medical/Surgical Care Line Director since April 2000.  Prior to that, he served as a Medical Director of Empire Blue Cross/ Blue Shield, after retiring in 1997 from the Air Force, at the rank of Colonel.  Dr. McCarthy served as Commander of Medical Groups in Louisiana, California, and Northern Japan for a total of six years.  

His military medicine assignments also include positions as Chief Scientist (Acting), USAF Armstrong Aero-Medical Laboratory, and USAF Exchange Officer (Medical Officer-Pilot) with the Royal Air Force Institute of Aviation Medicine in England for four years.  Dr. McCarthy is a fellow of the American Academy of Family Practice, and is a member of the American College of Physician Executives.  He holds a medical degree from Albany Medical College, and a Diploma in Aviation Medicine from the Royal College of Physicians.  Dr. McCarthy obtained his MBA at the University at Albany in May, 2003.  He is also a National Patient Safety Foundation Patient Safety Leadership Fellow for the period 2003 - 2004.

Dr. McCarthy’s extensive experience in executive management, and his clinical leadership in VISN 2, which contributed greatly to their success in achieving outstanding performance in clinical and preventive medicine indicators, and in providing health services across VISN 2, set him apart from the other candidates.  His demonstrated ability to chair and lead clinical staff will be a key responsibly in his new role as CMO.  

Dr. McCarthy is also an effective teacher, a skill that will be needed in furthering programs such as Advanced Clinic Access, Coordinated Care, Telemedicine and other innovative concepts across our Network.  Additionally, while at VISN 2, Dr. McCarthy traveled extensively, engaging in clinical practice at every facility in the organization, including CBOCs.  This type of hands on approach, as well as his demonstrated interest in primary care, will be vital to the successful achievement of VISN 20’s growth in unique veterans served.  

Dr. McCarthy will be visiting the Network Office May 11 – 21, and returning to join us permanently on May 30th.  In the coming months, I am confident that you will all join me in extending the heartiest of welcomes to our new CMO.  

Les Burger, M.D.

VISN Director, VA NW Health Network







